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MEGGAN HERINGTON, AICP, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

[bookmark: _Hlk125449926]September 8, 2026

El Paso County File No.: OAR2628
Douglas County File No.: DR2026-006
Re: Wildfire Resiliency Code

Department of Public Works, Development Services Engineering Division:
EPC Engineering has no comments.

Reviewed by:
Charlene Durham, PE
charlenedurham@elpasoco.com

Department of Public Works, Stormwater Division:
Review 1: EPC DPW Stormwater does not have any comments.

Reviewed by:
Glenn Reese, P.E.
Principal Engineer - Stormwater
719.675.2654
GlennReese@elpasoco.com

Planning and Community Development Department, Planning Division:
El Paso County has no objections to the proposal. For informational purposes, El Paso County recently updated the Wildfire section of the Land Development Code. 
Redlines can be found here, and clean version can be found here. Appendix E of Wildfire Resiliency Code can be found here. 

A summary of our Subdivision checklist with the new Code: 
1. WUI + Fire District Status
· Property in WUI? (Use 2025 WRC Map)
· Fire intensity classification noted
· Inside a fire district?
 2. Appendix E Applicability
· Any Appendix E exemptions apply?
(Small accessory structure, Group U >50 ft, ≥35‑acre single residence, interior‑only work)
· If NOT exempt → Appendix E applies
· If outside fire district → Appendix E affidavit collected + WRC file created
 3. Wildfire Hazard & Mitigation Plan
· Required only if:
Commercial use in WUI not subject to Appendix E
 4. Fire Protection Report (Required for ALL subdivisions)
Confirm report includes:
· Project description (acreage, lot count)
· Water supply (hydrants, cisterns, sprinklers)
· Roadway & emergency access analysis
· Cistern/dry hydrant maintenance (if applicable)
· Appendix E compliance discussion if in WUI
 5. Subdivisions Outside a Fire District
· Annexation into fire district OR
· Fire protection service contract OR
· BOCC waiver materials submitted
6. Water Supply Standards
· Hydrant spacing: 500 ft residential / 400 ft commercial
· Min 20 psi system pressure
· Dead‑end main limits met
· Cistern/dry hydrant required if no hydrants
 7. Roadway / Access Requirements
· Roads meet ECM + LDC standards
· Max 150 ft from structure to access
· Two access routes when required
· Emergency access lanes: width, clearance, grade ≤10%, turning radius, turnouts/turnarounds
· Support 75,000‑lb apparatus load
 8. WUI‑Specific Standards (If in WUI & outside fire district)
· Road grade ≤10% or mitigation provided
· Vehicular access within 150 ft (or 30 ft for tall unsprinkled structures)
· Structure separation 30–50 ft
· Wildfire mitigation plat notes added if required

 A summary of our Non-Subdivision checklist with the new Code:
(Site plans, special uses, variances, zoning actions, administrative approvals, etc.)
 1. Determine WUI Status
· Use 2025 Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code Map
· Identify fire intensity classification (Low / Moderate / High)
· Note if parcel contains multiple intensity areas
 2. Determine Fire District Location
· Confirm via Assessor whether property is inside a fire district
· If inside a fire district: 
· Fire District provides comments and WRC compliance review
· If outside a fire district: 
· County Planning enforces Appendix E
 3. Check Appendix E Exemptions
If any exemption applies → Appendix E does NOT apply
Exemptions include:
· Accessory nonhabitable structures <120 sq ft & >10 ft from habitable structure
· Group U structures >50 ft away
· Parcels ≥35 acres with only one residence
· Interior alterations only
· Fences >8 ft from habitable structure
 4. Appendix E Applicability
If in WUI and NOT exempt:
If inside a fire district
· Fire District enforces Appendix E + WRC
· Planning Division notes WUI status in checklist, but no affidavit required
If outside a fire district
· Provide applicant the Appendix E link
· Provide fire intensity classification
· Collect Affidavit of Compliance with Appendix E (signed & notarized)
· Upload affidavit to EDARP
· Create WRC file
· Add conditions of approval referencing Appendix E
 5. Wildfire Hazard & Mitigation Plan
Only required when ALL are true:
· Property is in the WUI
· Use is commercial
· Use is NOT subject to Appendix E
(Examples: commercial outdoor shooting ranges, agritainment, campgrounds, any non‑structural commercial uses)
NOT required when Appendix E applies
(i.e., any structural development triggering Appendix E automatically replaces the need for the plan)
 6. Fire District Referral (If in a Fire District)
· Application cannot be approved until Fire District approval is received
 7. Roadway / Access Standards (LDC 6.3.4 – WUI Areas Outside Fire Districts)
Applicable ONLY when:
• Parcel is in WUI
• Parcel is not inside a fire district
• Appendix E applies
Checklist:
· Road grades ≤10% unless mitigation
· Vehicle access within 150 ft of structure; or 30 ft for tall unsprinkled structures
· Structure separation 30–50 ft depending on height and sprinkler status
· Add WUI / wildfire mitigation plat notes or approval notes as required


Reviewed by:
Jen Uhler, Planner
JenUhler@elpasoco.com
(719) 520-7940 
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