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Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association Inc.  

Crosspoint Substation Site Development Plan 

Landscaping Summary from the AASI-25-001 1041 Application Process  
 

Submission and Review Timeline 

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association Inc. (TSGT) submitted the 1041 application for the proposed 

Crosspoint Substation and associated member-owned transmission lines to El Paso County via the EDARP 

system on March 10, 2025. Following submission, the application was distributed for both internal and external 

review comments on March 14, 2025. 

The first set of review comments was received by TSGT from the El Paso County Planning & Community 

Development Project Manager on April 15, 2025. Among these, a specific comment addressed Section 2.303 (15) 

Visual Quality, highlighting concerns: “This project, specifically the substation itself, appears to significantly 

change the visual quality of the surrounding area. This section does not address screening / landscaping / fencing 

for the project to soften the view.” 

Response to Visual Quality Concerns 

TSGT addressed all internal and external comments in a subsequent submittal to El Paso County via EDARP on 

May 16, 2025. In response to the comment on Section 2.303 (15) Visual Quality, TSGT provided the following 

response: 

“The substation site will be enclosed by a chain link fence to prevent public access. From a security standpoint, 

the ability to see through the fence into the interior of the substation reduces the number of break-ins expected. 

From a visual quality standpoint, the relative transparency of the chain link fence should be less obstructive to the 

viewshed overall than would be the case for an opaque wall. 

The substation parcel is located in the Southwestern Tablelands Level III ecoregion, which receives low 

precipitation and is characterized by generally less arable sub-humid grassland and semiarid rangeland. There is 

no readily accessible source of water at the site and the operation of the substation will not require water service. 

Due to insufficient water availability, Tri-State intends to restore all disturbed surface areas to their pre-

construction condition utilizing native materials, rather than implementing and maintaining ornamental 

landscaping in an area that does not traditionally support it. Reclamation using native materials will allow the 

proposed project site to integrate more naturally with the physical conditions in the surrounding area and will more 

effectively maintain the rural character.” 

Further Review and Final Approval 

Additional comments from internal and external referral agencies were received throughout the approval process 

on June 11, July 9, and July 19, 2025. None of these comments addressed issues related to screening, 

landscaping, or fencing for visual mitigation. Based on this, TSGT understood that the concern regarding Visual 

Quality had been adequately resolved, with no further actions required. 

The 1041 application was granted administrative approval on August 19, 2025, subject to nine (9) conditions of 

approval. None of these conditions pertained to screening, landscaping, or fencing at the site. 

 


