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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 
This Emergency Response Plan establishes the procedures and guidance for preparing for, managing, and 

responding to emergency incidents at the Williams Creek Generating Station in El Paso County, Colorado. 

The plan defines the responsibilities of site personnel, provides critical site access information for 

emergency responders, and outlines the processes to be followed during an emergency event. It also 

communication protocols, and training requirements to ensure personnel are prepared to respond 

effectively.  

 

1.2 Relevant personnel and qualifications  
Employees and contractors shall possess the knowledge, qualifications, and competency necessary to 

carry out assigned emergency response duties effectively. Safety supervisors and site personnel with 

emergency response responsibilities will be evaluated for competency and provided with appropriate 

training during site orientation, including topics such as electrical safety, first aid, and site-specific 

operational procedures. Consultants and contractors assigned emergency response roles are required to 

maintain current contact information and promptly communicate any changes to personnel assignments 

or responsibilities. 

1.3 Health and Safety Program 
All personnel will receive the training necessary to perform their work safely and in accordance with 

applicable regulations and site requirements. Employees engaged in energized electrical work involving 

voltages greater than 50 volts to ground or to another conductor must be trained to recognize and avoid 

electrical hazards associated with working on or near exposed energized components before performing 

such work. All construction and operational activities, as well as the materials used, shall comply with the 

Safety and Health Standards established under the Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA). 

The Colorado Springs Utilities Safety and Health Manual and Contractor Minimum Safety 

Requirements(CMSR) serves as the guiding documents for establishing and maintaining environmental, 

health, and safety requirements. It includes specific procedures and standards designed to protect site 

personnel and promote safe work practices. In addition, all contractors entering the site for the first time 

are required to complete a site orientation program, which provides an overview of project-specific 

safety requirements, emergency procedures, hazards, and site expectations before beginning work. 

  

1.4 Final Emergency Plan  

The Emergency Response Plan will be finalized upon completion of the applicable permitting processes 

with El Paso County, including the 1041 Permit, Site Development Plan Review, and approvals from the 

Pikes Peak Regional Building Department. Any relevant conditions, recommendations, or requirements 

identified during the County’s planning and permitting reviews will be incorporated into the final version 

of the plan. 

Once finalized, the Emergency Response Plan will be distributed to identified emergency response 

agencies and maintained on-site. A hard copy of the plan will be kept in the Williams Creek Generating 

Station Control Building during operations and in the construction trailer throughout the construction 
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phase. The plan will be reviewed periodically and updated as necessary to reflect changes in site 

conditions, personnel, operations, or regulatory requirements. 

To ensure the Emergency Response Plan can be effectively implemented, the following measures shall be 

maintained: 

1. All employees shall be familiar with the Emergency Response Plan and participate in periodic 

emergency drills, exercises, and training programs. 

2. Safety concerns, hazards, or observations shall be promptly reported to a supervisor or the 

Colorado Springs Utilities Site Safety Representative. 

3. Emergency contact information shall be posted in conspicuous locations throughout the site. 

Information shall include emergency telephone numbers for ambulance, fire, and law 

enforcement services, as well as contact information for the designated medical clinic, local 

hospital, and key Emergency Response Plan personnel. 

4. Laminated maps showing directions to the designated medical clinic and hospital shall be posted 

in on-site construction trailers whenever they are present. 

5. First aid kits and Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) shall be readily accessible and 

maintained in construction trailers (when present) and the control building 

6. Emergency alarm signals and notification procedures shall be clearly defined and communicated 

to all site personnel. 

7. Designated evacuation routes, exits, and assembly areas shall be clearly identified, maintained 

free of obstructions, and used during emergency situations. 

8. Upon activation of an alarm or other emergency notification, employees shall immediately report 

to their designated assembly area or safe refuge location and remain there until further 

instructions are provided by authorized emergency response personnel. 

9. All fires, regardless of size or whether they have been extinguished, shall be reported 

immediately. 

10. Employees shall comply with all directions and instructions provided by emergency response 

personnel and incident command staff. 

These procedures are intended to promote a coordinated, efficient, and safe response to emergency 

situations while protecting personnel, property, and the environment. 
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2 Project Descriptions for Emergency Responders  
2.1 Project Overview  

The Williams Creek Generating Station (WCGS) will be owned and operated by Colorado Springs Utilities 

(Utilities), will be responsible for all plant operations, regulatory reporting, and inspections required by 

federal, state, and local authorities. The proposed 400 Megawatt (MW) generating station will consist of 

ten (10) simple-cycle natural gas fired combustion turbine generators and associated support facilities 

and equipment. The generating station will be located on an approximately 160-acre site near Lower 

Williams Creek, southeast of Fountain, Colorado, in unincorporated El Paso County. The project site is 

situated east of Williams Creek Road and south of Squirrel Creek Road. 

 

2.2 Location of Williams Creek Generating Station   
The Williams Creek Generating Station is located in the northeast quarter of Section 26 and the 

northwest quarter of Section 25, Township 16 South, Range 65 West, in El Paso County, Colorado. The 

facility, including all associated equipment and infrastructure, occupies an approximate footprint of 160 

acres. 

The Williams Creek Generating Station is situated approximately five miles southeast of the City of 

Fountain along Colorado’s Front Range, east of Fountain Creek and Interstate 25. The facility is adjacent 

to the Colorado Springs Utilities Williams Creek Pump Station. 

South Entrance 

Coordinates: 38°37'29.35"N, 104°39'40.98"W 

Directions: Travel south on Interstate 25 and take Exit 122 toward Pikes Peak International 

Raceway. Continue approximately 0.3 miles and turn right onto Old Pueblo Road. Proceed for 

approximately 3 miles and turn right onto Birdsall Road. Continue east on Birdsall Road for 

approximately 0.9 miles to reach the Williams Creek Generating Station south entrance. 

North Entrance 

Coordinates: 38°41'14.12"N, 104°37'41.71"W 

Directions: Travel north on Interstate 25 and take Exit 132A. Turn right onto State Highway 16 

(Mesa Ridge Parkway) and continue for approximately 3.0 miles. Turn right and remain on Mesa 

Ridge Parkway for an additional 1.3 miles. Turn right onto South Marksheffel Road and continue 

for approximately 0.85 miles. Turn right onto C&S Road and proceed for approximately 0.28 

miles. Turn left onto Link Road and continue for approximately 1.0 mile. Turn left onto Squirrel 

Creek Road and travel approximately 2.47 miles to the gravel road providing access to the 

Fountain Landfill on the right. Turn right onto the gravel road and continue south for 

approximately 0.1 miles to the Williams Creek Generating Station north entrance. 

These access routes provide primary ingress and egress for project personnel, contractors, visitors, and 

emergency responders and should be used when responding to incidents at the facility. 
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 2.3 Building Description  

Building name: Williams Creek Generating Station 

Building Location: TBD 

Type of Building: 

Electric Generation Plant 

1 occupied Control building (shop and warehouse) 

1 occupied Zero Liquid Discharge building 

5 unoccupied pump houses/ Electrical buildings 

Fire Vehicle Access 

Route: 
TBD 

Fire Department 

Connections: 
Standpipe on Fire Loop. Located at Control Building 

Fire Alarm System 

Monitored and 

Smoke Control 

Measures: 

Monitoring at each location is done with either 

some, or all the following: Smoke, Heat, CO 

detectors, Infrared flame and Thermal detectors. 

Monitored areas include the Electrical room, Turbine 

Enclosures, Transformers, Water Treatment, Pump 

Houses, PEECC’s, CEMS, Instrument Air and Control 

Houses. 

Emergency Power: DC Batteries, Diesel Generator 

Emergency Power 

Location: 

Battery Room at the Electrical Building and batteries 

in the PECC for each Unit. Emergency Diesel 

Generator 

Hazardous Materials 

Storage: 

Less than 1000 gallons of maintenance related 

chemicals in storage cabinets and drums 

 

 

2.4 Emergency Responder Access  

 The Williams Creek Generating Station has been designed with adequate access for emergency response 

vehicles and personnel throughout the facility. Key site access features include the following: 

 

• During the construction phase, staffed security guard stations will be maintained at both the 

north and south project entrances to control site access and assist emergency responders. 

• A 24-hour, seven-day-per-week staffed security gatehouse will be maintained, with manually 

operated vehicle access gates located at designated points along the north and south 

perimeter fencing. 

• Internal access roads throughout the facility will consist primarily of asphalt surfaces, with 

select sections constructed of gravel to provide access to project infrastructure and 

equipment. 
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• Site access roads and emergency response routes are designed to accommodate emergency 

vehicles and equipment. Access routes include adequate turning areas and are constructed 

with sufficient load-bearing capacity, width, turning radius, and vertical clearance to support 

emergency response operations safely and efficiently. 

 

These access features are intended to ensure that emergency responders can quickly and safely reach all 

areas of the Williams Creek Generating Station during construction, operation, and maintenance 

activities. 
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3 Emergency Reporting Numbers  

 
Williams Creek Generating Station 

TBD 

If you see an emergency, call: 

Remotes Group 8-3950 

Or 

719-668-3950  

Next, the Duty Operations Section Leader will 

call: 

911  

or 

9 - 911 

from Utilities Building Landlines 

Then the Duty Operations Section Leader will 

call: 

Utilities Emergency Dispatch  

668-8800 

Police & Fire Non-emergency 719-444-7000 
 

A. Give the Control Room or Duty Operations Section Leader the following information: 

a. Type of emergency 

b. Your name and location of emergency 

c. More details as requested by Duty Operations Section Leader 

B. Never hang up unless you must evacuate or are instructed to do so by Duty Operations Section 

Leader 

When calling 911 for outside emergency response:  

A. Give 911 Operator the following information. 

a. Type of emergency 

b. Your name and phone number from which you are calling. 

c. Address: TBD 

d. More details as requested by 911 Operator. 
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Alternate Non-Emergency and Building Contact Numbers 

Site Security followed by Main Security (SECC) 

Security Control Center  

Colorado Springs Utilities Dispatch (Emergency 

Only) 

719-668-9209 / 719-668-4051 

719-668-STOP (7867) 

719-668-8800 

Facilities Maintenance, Facilities General 719-668-4357 (8-HELP) Option 3 

719-668-8888 

Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222 
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4 Emergency Response Overview and Processes   

  

4.1 Detection, Notification, and Communication 
There are currently no audible alarms connected to the fire detection system. The system is monitored 

by the Williams Creek control room and a third-party monitoring company (SimplexGrinnell). Emergency 

notification of severe weather or lockdown events will be provided by radio, word-of-mouth, telephone, 

email, or other electronic communication devices.  

 

In the event of a fire or visible smoke in the plant, occupants, employees, or visitors shall call the Control 

Room from a safe location. You may use the radio channel Williams Creek X, if a landline is used from 

within a Utilities building dial 8-XXXX or 719-668-XXXX if using a cell phone or outside line.  

When talking to the Control Room Operator, state your name, your location in the plant, and the nature 

of the emergency. Speak slowly and clearly. Do not hang up unless it is unsafe to be where you are. The 

Control Room Operator may need additional information and may provide you with additional 

instructions.  

After notifying the Control Room, you may contact 911. If a landline is used from within a Utilities 

building, you may dial 911 direct or dial 9-911. If you dial 911 direct, there will be a short 5 second delay 

before the phone accesses the outside line.   

If you call 911, state your name, your location, and the nature of the call. Speak slowly and clearly. Do not 

hang up, as the dispatcher may need additional information and may provide you with additional 

instructions.  

• After emergency authorities have been notified of the emergency, call Colorado Springs Utilities 

Dispatch at 668-8800 or the Security Control Center at 668-7867 (8- STOP). 

The emergency contact list shall be maintained by Colorado Springs Utilities and reviewed periodically 

to ensure all information remains current and accurate. 

  

4.2 Emergency Instructions  

 

Fire, Smoke, Explosion SEVERE WEATHER 

EVACUATION:  
 
WHEN NOTIFIED OF EMERGENCY: 
Stop what you are doing and evacuate the site 
using the safest exit route. 
Meet in your designated evacuation assembly 
area.  The location of this area is: 
Main Vehicle Access Gate 
South Vehicle Access Gate 

TORNADO: 
Seek shelter immediately. 
Location: Bathroom/Shower 
If you cannot make it to the shelter above, take 
shelter in an interior hall or interior room. 
Stay away from glass doors or windows. 
Stay calm. 
Listen to a local radio station. 
Watch for fallen power lines. 
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Notify your supervisor or designated evacuation 
verification person that you have made it to the 
assembly area safely. 
Assist your supervisor or designee in verifying all 
your co-workers have arrived in the assembly 
area safely. 
If you believe a co-worker may not have made it 
out of the site or is unaccounted for, let your 
supervisor know immediately. 
Once verified, your supervisor or designee will 
report their head count to the Facility Manager 
or designee. 
Additional actions you should take will be 
communicated to you by your supervisor or the 
Facility Manager. 
Return to work when instructed by your 
supervisor or Facility Manager. 
 

Return to work when instructed by your 
supervisor or Facility Manager. 

LIGHTNING: 
Seek shelter immediately. 
Stay or go indoors. 
If you are in your vehicle- stay in vehicle. 
Stay away from anything that could conduct 
electricity. 
DO NOT use electrical appliances. 
DO NOT use the telephone. 

EARTHQUAKE 

INDOORS: 
DO NOT run outside. 
Remain calm. 
Take cover under strong table or load         
bearing wall. 
Stay away from windows. 
DO NOT use elevators. 
OUTDOORS: 
Stay in open area. 
Move away from buildings. 
Move away from utility wires. 
DO NOT enter building. 
AFTER EARTHQUAKE: 
Remain calm. 
Prepare for aftershocks. 
Call 911 and report injuries. 
If fire occurs- follow fire procedures. 
Evacuate to designated assembly area. 

REPORTING A FIRE 
Remove all personnel from the area. 
Close doors to the area if possible. 
Dial 911 and report the fire. 
Evacuate the site if uncontrollable 

ASSISTANCE TO DISABLED PERSONNEL 
Escort disabled personnel to an area of refuge. 
If safe to do so, stay with the individual until Fire 
Department assistance arrives. 
Notify Fire Department of location of disabled 
person and area of refuge. 

 

 

OTHER EMERGENCIES OTHER EMERGENCIES 

CHEMICAL SPILL ON PREMISES 
1. Report to Dispatch 
2. DO NOT touch the substance 
3. Move personnel away from the area 
4. Remain calm 
5. Restrict entrance to the area 
6. Follow instructions from emergency personnel 
7. Follow Evacuation Procedure as appropriate 

Suspicious Person in Building or Parking Lot,  
Intruder 
1. Notify on site security officer or Security 
Control 
668-7867 (8-STOP) 

Assault in Building or Parking Lot 
1. Defend yourself as best you can 
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VEHICLE ACCIDENT ON PREMISES 
1. Render assistance as appropriate 
2. Stay with person 
3. If trained, administer first aid if necessary 
4. DO NOT move individual unless in imminent  
danger 
5. Notify on site security officer or SCC 668-9209  
if further attention is required 
6. Exchange insurance information as appropriate  
7. If a CSU vehicle – Ensure that all the actions  
per the red card in the vehicle are taken 

2. Yell for Help 
3. Make as much noise as possible 
4. Take mental notes of physique, clothing, any  
distinguishing features (i.e., tattoos) weapon or 
accomplices 
5. Watch the individuals exit from the premises  
and take notes of direction, vehicle, any  
distinguishing features (i.e., limping) 
6. Call 911 
7. Notify on site security officer or Security 
Control 
668-7867 (8-STOP) 
8. Lock all entry and exit doors  
9. Protect Crime Scene and evidence 
10. Notify management 
11. Identify potential witnesses 

Vehicle Fire on Premises  
1. STOP the vehicle  
2. Get out of the vehicle 
3. Call Control Room at 668-XXXX 
4. Notify the on-site security officer or SCC 

Robbery  
1. Remain calm  
2. Give the suspect exactly what is asked for  
3. If you do not have what is asked for, politely 
explain 
4. Take mental notes of physique, clothing 
distinguishing features (i.e., tattoos) weapon, 
accomplices 
5. Watch exit from the premises (direction, 
vehicle 
any distinguishing features, i.e., limping) 
6. Call 911 
7. Notify on site security officer or Security 
Control 
668-7867 (8-STOP) 
8. Lock all entry and exit doors 
9. Protect Crime Scene and evidence 

Down Power Line on Premises  
1. Report to Dispatch, 668-8800 for emergency 
2. Keep yourself and others at least 100 feet 
away  
from fallen power lines 
3. Notify onsite security officer or SCC  
4. If in your car, stay in your car 
5. Use cell phone or horn to summon help 

Personal Medical Emergency  
1. Call 911  
2. If trained and comfortable, administer First Aid  
3. Report to Control Room, 668-XXXX for  
emergency 
4. Stay with person if safe to do so  
5. Do not move individual, unless in imminent  
danger Civil Disturbance  

1. Notify onsite security officer or SCC 668-7867  
(8-STOP) or 911 
2. DO NOT engage demonstrators or attempt 
physical action 
3. Turn “OFF” computers and lock access to files 
and records 
4. Notify management  
5. Identify potential witnesses  
6. Report to Dispatch, 668-8800 for emergency 
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 5 Preparedness   

 

Supervisors 

Supervisors are responsible for ensuring that the emergency evacuation and fire plan is posted in a 

conspicuous location and that employees are trained at the start of employment, upon reassignment, 

and yearly thereafter. They are responsible for ensuring new and existing employees are familiar with 

building layouts and are instructed in the most efficient evacuation methods. Supervisors are also 

responsible to ensure, through their own action, safety audit, or communication to the appropriate 

individual, that all fire extinguishers and other related equipment are maintained in good working 

condition. 

Control Room Operators 

Control Room Operators shall be aware of the emergency plans and related procedures for their 

facilities.  When required, they will execute the emergency preparedness plan.  During emergencies, the 

Facility Manager or designee shall be the point of contact (POC) for all emergency agencies and act as 

Incident Commander until relieved by the fire department. The Facility POC shall ensure that floor plans 

and route evacuation maps are posted. 

Employees 

It is the responsibility of each employee to ensure they are familiar with the emergency evacuation and 

fire prevention plans. Each employee should also be familiar with posted exits, evacuation routes and 

assembly points. Employees will immediately report suspected hazards to their supervisor. 

Critical Operations Shutdown  

Plant operations staff will evaluate which systems need to be shut down due to the emergency. There are 

no essential life support functions within the Williams Creek Control Room building.  

Security Lockdown Procedure  

Colorado Springs Utilities has procedures in place to handle emergency situations requiring that the 

occupants and employees be sheltered and secured in place within a facility. Lockdown procedures 

generally address what to do when evacuation would put employees and occupants at risk. Such 

emergencies may include acts of violence occurring within or near Colorado Springs Utilities facilities.  

The security lockdown plans will be communicated to management and employees of various 

departments as deemed appropriate by the Colorado Springs Utilities Security Department. For more 

information, contact 8-STOP (7867) to speak with the Security Department.  

  

5.1 Surveillance and Monitoring  

 The Williams Creek Generating Station will be staffed 24 hours per day, seven days per week to support 

safe and secure facility operations. The site will be equipped with a comprehensive security monitoring 
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system, including surveillance cameras positioned along the perimeter fencing and throughout the 

generating station and associated support facilities. These measures are intended to provide continuous 

monitoring of site activities, enhance security, and assist personnel and emergency responders in 

identifying and responding to potential incidents.  

5.2 Equipment Shut-off Locations:  
Due to the number and complexity of equipment shut offs in the Generating Station, no map is provided. 

Emergency responders must contact the control room or plant management for assistance in various 

equipment shut down activities.  

• Generator Breaker Units 1-5 (XXXX) located…..  

• Generator Breaker Units 6-10 (XXXX) located…..  

• DC Power – On each unit in the PECC   

• DC Station Batteries – Next to the PECC on each unit and in the Electrical Building 

• Williams Creek main gas regulating station yard shut off is located….. 

5.3 Bomb Threat and Facility Lockdown Procedures  
Supervisors must review the bomb threat procedure as outlined in this document and company internal 

procedures. Questions regarding bomb threat response should be directed to the Security Department at 

668-STOP. Specific training information will be provided to supervisors and managers by the Security 

Department.  
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 Appendix A - Reference Maps  
A1: Hanover Fire Protection District service territory   

A2: Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 2 to north access  

A3: Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 2 to south access  

A4: Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 1 to north access  

A5: Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 1 to south access  

A6: Directions to urgent care from south access   

A7: Directions to urgent care from north access   

A8: Directions to emergency room from south access   

A9: Directions to emergency room from north access  
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Appendix A1 – Hanover Fire Protection District service territory  
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Appendix A2 – Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 2 thru north access   
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Appendix A3 – Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 2 thru south access  

  

 

 



 

20 | P a g e  
 

Appendix A4 – Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 1 thru north access  
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Appendix A5 – Directions from Hanover Fire Protection District Station 1 thru south access  
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Appendix A6 – Directions to urgent care from south access 
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Appendix A7 – Directions to urgent care from north access  
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Appendix A8 – Directions to emergency room from south access 
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Appendix A9 – Directions to emergency room from north access 
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