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To: Board of County Commissioners 

 Stan Vanderwerf, Chair 

 

From: Mindy Madden, Strategic Services Manager  

 Craig Dossey, Executive Director   

 

Re: APPCE-21-005 

 Parcel No.: 75000-00-280 

 

Subject: Appeal of a decision made by the Executive Director of 

the Planning and Community Development Department to 

issue an executive determination to authorize the Office 

of the County Attorney to proceed with litigation 

 

OWNER: REPRESENTATIVE: 

Todd and Rachel Cronin 

P.O. Box 38771 

Colorado Springs, CO 80906 

Todd and Rachel Cronin 

P.O. Box 38771 

Colorado Springs, CO 80906 

 

Issue: 

An appeal by Todd and Rachel Cronin of a decision made by the Executive Director of 

the Planning and Community Development Department (PCD) to issue an executive 

determination authorizing the Office of the County Attorney (OCA) to proceed with 

litigation pursuant to Section 11.3.2 (A) of the El Paso County Land Development 

Code. The 35.03-acre property is zoned A-5 (Agricultural) and is located two and one 

half (2 ½) miles southwest of South Cheyenne Canyon Road and Penrose Boulevard 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

CRAIG DOSSEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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and on the southwest corner of the intersection of Myron Road and Old Stage Road. 

(Parcel No. 75000-00-280) (Commissioner District No. 3) 

 

Procedure: 

Staff shall first present the item and provide testimony and evidence. The appellant(s) 

shall then be given an opportunity to address the Board of County Commissioners 

(“Board”) and present any testimony and/or evidence.  The Board may then ask any 

final questions of staff or the appellant(s) prior to rendering a decision. 

 

The Board, in considering the testimony and evidence presented by both staff 

and the appellants shall either: 

• Move to deny the appeal, thus affirming the decision of the PCD Executive 

Director; or 

• Move to approve the appeal, thus overturning the decision of the PCD 

Executive Director. 

 

Executive Summary:  

On December 12, 2017, the Board approved amendments to Chapter 11 of the 

Land Development Code removing the requirement for a show cause hearing 

before the Board prior to authorizing the OCA to pursue legal action. The 

amendments instead allow for the PCD Executive Director to issue an 

executive determination to authorize the OCA to pursue legal action. The 

amendments provide procedures for appeals of the executive determination to 

be heard before the Board.  

 

Section 11.3.2 (A) of the Code states: 

 

The PCD Director shall mail the executive determination to the alleged 

violator in the same manner as the notice of violation.  The executive 

determination shall specify the nature of the violation, and provide ten 

(10) days after the date of the executive determination for the alleged 
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violator to request an appeal, at no cost to the alleged violator, to the 

BoCC prior to the OCA pursuing remedies under Parts (D)(2) or (3).  

 

The executive determination shall state that the alleged violator may 

appeal the PCD Director’s decision to the BoCC. The alleged violator 

must submit an appeal in writing to the PCD Director.  Any written 

appeal must be received by the PCD Director within ten (10) days after 

the date of the executive determination. Any such appeals received 

beyond ten (10) days shall be deemed untimely. 

 

Background:  

In October 2020, Code Enforcement received complaints of an occupied recreational 

vehicle, construction of buildings without approved plans or permits, and commercial 

activities such as weddings occurring on the property. Code Enforcement was able to 

confirm the alleged violations through neighbor complaints and a website the property 

owners use to document the events and activities occurring and offered on the property. 

On November 19, 2020, a notice of violation was issued for multiple violations of the 

Code including occupying a recreational vehicle and operating a business event center, 

recreation camp, and outdoor amusement center in the A-5 (Agricultural) zoning district. 

Due to neighbor concerns about illegal discharge and waste disposal, El Paso County 

Public Health and the Department of Public Works (DPW) were notified. Neither Public 

Health nor DPW were able to gain entry onto the property to investigate and no action 

has been taken on these complaints.  

 

No contact has been received from the property owners and they have made no 

attempts to correct the violations. On October 7, 2021, an executive determination was 

issued for the continued violations. A request for an appeal was received from the 

property owners on October 15, 2021.  

 

Recommendation:  

Staff recommends the Board deny the request for an appeal and affirm the 
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decision of the PCD Executive Director to issue an executive determination to 

authorize the OCA to proceed with litigation. 

 

Attachments: 

Vicinity Map 

Chronology Report 

Executive Determination 

Appeal Request  

Notice of Appeal Hearing 

El Paso County Assessor Information 

Other 
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