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defined by such agreement 

Since the WSEO-17-001 approval in 2018, the FRMW Project design has been optimized resulting in 

changes to the Project boundary, layout and infrastructure. These changes were discussed with El Paso 

County Planning & Community Development Department (EPCPCDD) and at the agency’s direction, the 

Applicant is requesting a Major Amendment for the following: 

 FRMW Project boundary modification 
 FRMW Project structure siting envelope modification 

 FRMW Project dimensional standards modification 
 FRMW Project additional infrastructure (operation & maintenance building and energy storage 

system)  

The Major Amendment is being requested to address details for the FRMW Project only and separates 

the FRMW Project from other parcels within the WSEO-17-001 district.  

This Letter of Intent (LOI) supports requested WSEO-17-001 Major Amendment for the FRMW Project.  

Introduction 

The Applicant has completed the Type D Application Form (1-2C) for the WSEO-17-001 Major 

Amendment for the FRMW Project (Attachment 1: Type D Application Form). Per WSEO-17-001, many 

of the FRMW Project details remain the same, including the Applicant’s intent to construct, operate, and 

maintain a 100.2-megawatt (MW) photovoltaic solar energy generation facility. However, the FRMW 

Project no longer includes parcels 5720007001, 5720007002, 5720007003, 5720007004, and 5720000007. 

As a result, the FRMW Project boundary and structure siting envelopes have changed and will require 

modification. In addition, the FRMW Project design has changed and will require dimensional standard 
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WSE-O Major Amendment  

June 12, 2020 
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is per the underlying zoning district unless otherwise established by the WSE-O plan. The A

that the maximum height for structures in the underlying RR-5 and RR-2.5 zoning distri

those exempted) is 30 feet. This Major Amendment seeks approval of revised maxim

accommodate Project facilities, specifically an additional 10 feet for transmission lines and a

feet to accommodate a pole within the substation structure siting envelope connecting th

line to the substation. (see Table 1 below). Maximum heights for the O&M facility and ener

been added to Table I although these facilities will not exceed maximum heights for the un

districts. Of note, the FRMW Project is located adjacent to existing utility infrastructure, 

the maximum height restrictions for the underlying zoning districts.  

Construction access would remain unchanged from the approved WSEO-17-001 with 

routes from Interstate-25 from southbound Exit 119, following existing public roadway Ra

Boulevard and El Hambra View (private road) and La Questa Drive (county right-of-way). 

access roads would be constructed between solar arrays to allow maintenance techni

individual arrays during routine maintenance. 
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ude additional infrastructure. The Major Amendment is being requested for the 

which includes 939 acres within the approved WSEO-17-001 of 1,170 acres. FRMW 

re owned or leased by the Applicant are identified in Attachment 2 (Wind/Solar 

WSEO-17-001) for the Front Range-Midway Solar Project).   

pproved WSEO-17-001 included proposed solar panels, a project substation, and 

oring devices (METs). Project accessory uses included collection lines (including an 

 line and underground collection power lines), maintenance facilities, and any other 

ry out the intent of the overlay zoning, including but not limited to DC to AC 

tage transformers, circuit breakers and disconnect switches, and a communications 

terconnect from the new project substation to one of the adjacent substations 

 Administration [WAPA] or Public Service Company of Colorado [PSCo]).  

ow includes details for the energy storage facility that will be coupled to the solar 

 electrical bus system. The energy storage will utilize battery technology to store 
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onstruction and reseeding of native vegetation would occur where feasible following construction. 

evegetation methods will likely include broadcast seeding and/or drill seeding a mix of native grasses. It 

anticipated that weed stubble will secure seed in the topsoil following noxious weed treatment and 

owing of the site. The exact method of revegetation is dependent upon the time of year at which 

onstruction begins. As such, specific revegetation methods will be detailed during the Site Development 

an phase. Operations would require regular mowing to prevent shading of the solar panels. 

9) Proposed access locations 

ccess to the site would occur from Rancho Colorado Boulevard, El Hambra View, and La Questa Drive. 

ermanent access roads within the FRMW WSE-O Plan area would be constructed to provide emergency 

cess pursuant to LDC Section 4.3.5(B)(3) and movement through the site for regularly scheduled 
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WSE-O Major Amendment  
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e fence-line, to reach specific areas of the site. 

nd to be set aside as open space, not to include 

would be set aside as open space. 

 in Table 3 by numbers 1 through 4. Additional attachments 

y as listed in EDARP. Revision notes for each attachment 

Amendment application since approval of WSEO-17-01.  

nt for the FRMW Project Application Attachments 

Revision Note 

Updated for new contact information 

O-17-001) WSE-O boundary unchanged: Plan updated 

for FRMW Project details 

on, dated 
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SE-O Plan area is zoned RR-2.5 (Residential Rural; Attachments 1 and 2). 

m of 2.5 acres in size within this zoning designation. Land to the northwest 

tion is zoned RR-5 (Residential Rural); RR-5 zoned parcels generally must 

ize.   

 

oject is to construct, operate, and maintain a 100.2-MW photovoltaic solar 

ovide clean, cost effective, renewable energy to one or more public utility 

o this area of the county. The need for the FRMW Project was established 

ocal and state statutes including Colorado’s Renewable Energy Standard 

ch requires 30% of retail energy sales to be derived from renewable 

d utilities and 10% for large municipal utilities by the year 2020. Other 

hat require or encourage the production of renewable energy include the 

Action Plan, and local initiatives of Colorado rural cooperatives, municipal 

nsmission associations. 

ty Master Plan 
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i recommend putting
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nts Map No revision provided 

ements Updated for FRMW Project 

Commitment Letter No revision provided 

 and Affected Boundaries Map 
Revised for new contact info and new 

ownership 

 Provided previous letters 

review of these Project details and look forward to hearing from you.  

 Solar Project, LLC, authorized person 

do they support the
new heights?
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dlife Report/Natural 

n Analysis (“Wetlands, 

) No revisions provided 

ation Plan  Updated for energy storage and O&M facility 

ment Letter 

WSEO-17-001 commitment letter attached.  

Updates to the FRMW Project have been 

coordinated with Hanover Fire District and a 

new commitment letter is forthcoming. 

Revised for FRMW Project 

New ALTA survey completed 

Letter Previous responses provided. 

provide new letter
please

Front Range-Midwa

WSE-O

maintenance. Maintenance vehicles would park at the FRMW Project O&M facilit

substation, if required, during maintenance activities. Otherwise, maintenance veh

private FRMW Project access roads, within the fence-line, to reach specific areas of 

20) Approximate acres and percent of land to be set aside as open space,

parking, drive, and access roads 

No areas within the FRMW WSE-O Plan area would be set aside as open space. 

Attachments referenced above are listed below in Table 3 by numbers 1 through 4. A

5 through 46 are requested by El Paso County as listed in EDARP. Revision notes

identifies if it has been updated for the Major Amendment application since approva

Table 3. WSEO-17-001 Major Amendment for the FRMW Project Applica

Revised Attachments Revision Note 

1. WSE-O Application Form (Type D) Updated for new contact 

2. Wind/Solar Energy Generation Overlay (WSEO-17-001) 

for the Front Range-Midway Solar Project  

WSE-O boundary unchan

for FRMW Project details

3. Letter of Intent from WSEO-17-001 Application, dated 

February 23, 2018 No changes made to origi

4. Waivers from WSEO-17-001 approval letter dated April 

24, 2018 No changes made to origi

5. Adjacent Property Owner Notification 
Updated adjacent landown

notices when hearing is sc

6. Authority to Represent No revisions provided. 

7. Drainage Report  
Provided an amendment l

preliminary site layout wit

8. Soils and Geology Report No revisions provided. 

9. Legal Description (MS Word version) Revised for FRMW WSE-

DocuSign Envelope ID: 437E2AE8-D113-4FD0-9DCE-CD1F97249BE3

send now and provide
receipts; staff will
notify them of PC
hearing.

5 through 46 are requested by El Paso County as listed in EDARP. Revision notes for each attachment 

identifies if it has been updated for the Major Amendment application since approval of WSEO-17-01.  

Table 3. WSEO-17-001 Major Amendment for the FRMW Project Application Attachments 

Revised Attachments Revision Note 

1. WSE-O Application Form (Type D) Updated for new contact information 

2. Wind/Solar Energy Generation Overlay (WSEO-17-001) 

for the Front Range-Midway Solar Project  

WSE-O boundary unchanged: Plan updated 

for FRMW Project details 

3. Letter of Intent from WSEO-17-001 Application, dated 

February 23, 2018 No changes made to original submittal 

4. Waivers from WSEO-17-001 approval letter dated April 

24, 2018 No changes made to original approval 

5. Adjacent Property Owner Notification 
Updated adjacent landowner list; will resend 

notices when hearing is scheduled 

6. Authority to Represent No revisions provided. 

7. Drainage Report  
Provided an amendment letter for new 

preliminary site layout with new calculations  

8. Soils and Geology Report No revisions provided. 

9. Legal Description (MS Word version) Revised for FRMW WSE-O Plan area 

10. Lighting Plan Revised for new site layout and O&M facility 

11. Maintenance Plan (MS Word version) Updated for energy storage and O&M facility 

12. Mineral Rights Certification  
Updated mineral owner list; will resend 

notices when hearing is scheduled 

13. Noise Study 
Prepared noise study (not previously 

requested). 

14. Noxious Weed Management Plan No revisions provided. 

15. Phasing Plan Provided (not previously requested) 

16. Title Commitment  
Updated for new ownership and leases within 

the FRMW WSE-O Plan area 

17. Traffic Impact Study 
Revised for increased construction traffic due 

to energy storage and O&M building 

18. Visual Impact Analysis  No revisions provided 

19. Wetlands Analysis Report/Wildlife Report/Natural 

Landforms, Vegetation, Riparian Analysis (“Wetlands, 

Waterbodies, and TES Report”) No revisions provided 

20. Wildland Fire and Hazard Mitigation Plan  Updated for energy storage and O&M facility 

21. Hanover Fire District Commitment Letter 

WSEO-17-001 commitment letter attached.  

Updates to the FRMW Project have been 

coordinated with Hanover Fire District and a 

new commitment letter is forthcoming. 

22. Site Map (Proposed Use) Revised for FRMW Project 

23. Easements New ALTA survey completed 

24. Applicant Comment Response Letter Previous responses provided. 
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tal List of the LDC. Text from the BoCC staff report for the April 24, 2018 BoCC 

Attachment 4: Waivers. BoCC staff did not require impact mitigation with the 

the minimal, if any, impacts anticipated with the Project. A PPA for the FRMW 

ing negotiated. BoCC staff had no objection to the waiver request to defer the 

 the submittal of the site development plan application.  

need for the change in zone classification 

eeded as the FRMW Project is located within WSEO-17-001. The FRMW Project 

me: to construct a solar energy project to satisfy multiple local, state, and federal 

rado’s RES statute (Section 40-2-124, C.R.S.) which requires 30% of retail energy 

m renewable generation by 2020 and thereafter from investor owned utilities and 

 utilities.  

 of acres in the requested area 

approximately 1,170 acres; and the FRMW Project located within the WSEO-17-

39 acres. The FRMW Project no longer includes the following parcels: 5720007001, 

003, 5720007004, and 5720000007. As a result, the FRMW Project WSE-O Plan 

e siting envelopes have changed and will require modification. 

 of residential units and densities for each dwelling unit type 

e included in this WSEO-17-001 Major Amendment for the FRMW Project. 

dustrial or commercial sites proposed 

sing one solar energy generation facility including the principal and accessory uses 

ted within the approved WSEO-17-001 district (Attachment 2). 

or area ratio of industrial and/or commercial uses 

velope for the O&M facility includes a graveled parking area and room for two 

did the boundary change
than- see table below?

Front Range-Midway Solar Pro

WSE-O Major Am

June

5. Deferral and waiver requests (if applicable) and justification 

This WSEO-17-001 Major Amendment for the FRMW Project application has no changes to th

and waiver requests from the approved WSEO-17-001. The WSEO -17-001 approval inc

approval of two waivers: a waiver for the development impact mitigation agreement required 

4.3.5.D.2 of the LDC, and a waiver for the PPA required in Section 4.3.5 Procedures Manual, P

11, 1.5 General Submittal List of the LDC. Text from the BoCC staff report for the April 24, 20

hearing is included in Attachment 4: Waivers. BoCC staff did not require impact mitigation

WSEO-17-001 due to the minimal, if any, impacts anticipated with the Project. A PPA for th

Project is currently being negotiated. BoCC staff had no objection to the waiver request to 

submittal of the PPA to the submittal of the site development plan application.  

6. The purpose and need for the change in zone classification 

No zoning change is needed as the FRMW Project is located within WSEO-17-001. The FRMW

purpose remains the same: to construct a solar energy project to satisfy multiple local, state, a

statutes including Colorado’s RES statute (Section 40-2-124, C.R.S.) which requires 30% of ret

sales to be derived from renewable generation by 2020 and thereafter from investor owned u

10% for large municipal utilities.  

7. The total number of acres in the requested area 

The WSEO-17-001 is approximately 1,170 acres; and the FRMW Project located within the W

001 is approximately 939 acres. The FRMW Project no longer includes the following parcels: 572

5720007002, 5720007003, 5720007004, and 5720000007. As a result, the FRMW Project W

boundary and structure siting envelopes have changed and will require modification. 

8. The total number of residential units and densities for each dwelling unit type 
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