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FRONT RANGE-MIDWAY SOLAR PROJECT, LLC, 
16105 West 113th Street, Suite 105  

Lenexa, Kansas 66219 

 

1/2/2018 

 

Frank McGee 

Area Wildlife Manager 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

425 Sinton Road  

Colorado Springs, CO 80907 

 

Dear Mr. McGee,  

 

Thank you for taking time to review the Front Range-Midway Solar Project (Project) Wind Solar Energy Overlay 

(WSE-O) application submitted to El Paso County on October 24, 2017.  The proposed Project is a 102 mega-watt 

solar energy facility developed by the Front Range Midway Solar Project, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Tradewind Energy, Inc. (TWE).  TWE takes a conservative approach to environmental due diligence through 

voluntarily conducting multiple environmental studies and initiating early coordination with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service and state wildlife agencies so that projects can be designed to avoid and minimize significant impact to 

natural resources.  The Project initiated coordination with the USFWS and the Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 

in 2014; and responses from both agencies were received and have been incorporated into Project development 

and design. 

 

The November 15, 2017 letter from the CPW to the El Paso County Planning and Community Development 

Department identified several concerns and made recommendations regarding the Project’s potential impact to 

natural resources.  The concerns and recommendations were consistent with those identified in the August 25, 

2014 letter from CPW to TWE, which have been carefully considered and implemented into Project development 

and design.  CPW recommendations and the Project’s responses are listed below.   

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

CPW recommends the habitat with water on the Project area remain undisturbed and contiguous with undeveloped 

land around it. CPW would be happy to work with FRMW and consultants to help identify potential layouts within 

the proposed footprint that would avoid or minimize potential impacts to these species. 

 

Project Response 
A wetlands survey was completed for the Project site in 2015.  The study identified a single water 

feature: a stock pond created by damming a dry drainage way on site. The stock pond did not 

include characteristics of jurisdictional waters, but Project infrastructure will avoid the water 

feature and surrounding area nonetheless. Project design is still preliminary, but it is anticipated 

that the Project fence line will be setback, at minimum, approximately 150 feet.   

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

CPW prefers that native vegetation be retained on-site during the operational lifespan of the Project.  Proper 

reclamation, from a wildlife perspective, involves not only stabilizing the soil and establishing ground cover, but 

fostering plant communities with a diversity of species and plant types which will fully serve the nutritional needs of 

wildlife. Strict adherence to the NRCS's recommendations is advised. CPW would appreciate the opportunity to 

review the Project's Noxious Weed Management Plan prior to construction. 
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Project Response 
The local Natural Resources Conservation Service - El Paso County office reviewed the Project’s  

noxious weed management plan (NWMP) and commented that they were satisfied with the 

NWMP. The NWMP is available for review on the El Paso County Development Application 

Review website. Per the NWMP, the site will be re-vegetated with a native seed mix. Site 

stabilization will be monitored per the Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) and the Grading 

and Erosion Control Plan (GEC), which requires vegetation coverage reach 70 % before ceasing 

site monitoring activities. 

 

CPW Recommendation 

CPW recommends a smooth top to the fence to prevent wildlife from impaling themselves. If wildlife exclusion 

fencing is installed CPW would request that the solar facility is checked regularly or structures are installed to allow 

animals to escape, in the unlikely event that a deer or other wildlife become trapped in the facility. 
 

Project Response 

The Project will utilize security fence with barbed-wire strands to prevent trespassing and minimize 

the risk of electrocution.  The security fence will be a total of seven feet in height and include six 

feet of chain link fencing and one foot of barbed wire strand.  The security fence will also act as 

exclusion fencing to keep wildlife out.  Per the CPW Fencing with Wildlife in Mind, a 7 to 8 foot 

fence is an effective barrier to deer and elk.   Operation and maintenance staff will routinely visit 

the site and will be trained to contact the CPW – District Wildlife Manager if trapped wildlife 

within the solar facility cannot be easily released.    

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

CPW recommends that new lines follow existing transmission line infrastructure corridors wherever possible. Also 

recommend that FRMW consult "Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines, the State of the Art in 

2006" and the "Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2012" for proper design 

considerations to minimize raptor electrocution. 

 

Project Response 
The Project substation will tie in to one of two existing substations within the Project boundary 

via a new Project transmission line. The Project transmission line will be located entirely within the 

Project; the length will be determined prior to construction, but will not exceed approximately 

1,500 feet. The Project transmission line will be located immediately adjacent to existing 

transmission lines. See attached Front Range Midway Solar Project Existing Transmission Lines Map. The 

Project will consult the cited documents for proper design considerations to minimize raptor 

electrocution. 

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

Consultation with US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is recommended to ensure compliance with the MBTA and 

the BGEPA. Surveys for active nests should occur prior to construction should construction occur during the breeding 

and nesting season. 
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Project Response 
The Project has been developed in coordination with the USFWS.  A July 29, 2014 response letter 

from USFWS included several recommendations for the Project.  The recommendations were 

reviewed and in 2015, a qualified third-party biologist was engaged to conduct a threatened and 

endangered species survey for the Project.  The study is available for review on the El Paso County 

Development Application Review website.   If Project construction occurs during the nesting 

season, between March 1 and October 31, additional surveys will be conducted so that appropriate 

avoidance and minimization measures can be implemented during construction.   

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

There is suitable habitat on the site for nesting raptors. CPW recommends the use of preconstruction surveys, as 

well as continuation of those surveys during construction, to identify all raptor nests within the Project area and 

implement appropriate restrictions. CPW recommends adherence to the "Recommended Buffer Zones and Seasonal 

Restrictions for Colorado Raptors". 

 

Project Response 
The Project has noted in the WSE-O Letter of Intent (LOI) that if construction occurs between 

March 1 and October 31, pre-construction surveys will be conducted so that avoidance and 

minimization measures can be implemented during construction.  The WSE-O LOI is available for 

review on the El Paso County Development Application Review website. 

 

 

CPW Recommendation 

CPW recommends taking special precautions regarding burrowing owl, black-tailed prairie dog, swift fox, mountain 

plover, Townsend's big eared bat, and northern leopard frog. 

 

Project Response 
Based on the threatened and endangered species study completed for the Project in 2015, black 

tailed prairie dog (State Species of Concern) was identified on the Project Site. Prairie dog colonies 

are potential habitat for burrowing owl (State Threatened). Per previous CPW recommendations, 

the prairie dogs will be relocated prior to commencing earth-moving activities. If a relocation site 

is not available, prairie dogs will be humanely treated prior to construction. Furthermore, the 

Project will follow CPW recommended measures to avoid impact to the burrowing owl. If 

construction occurs between March1st and October 31st, the site will be surveyed for the presence 

of burrowing owls prior to commencing earth-moving activities. If burrowing owls are identified, 

their habitat will be avoided until after the owls have migrated from the area. A qualified biologist 

will perform the pre-construction surveys and monitor any burrowing owls identified during 

construction.  Swift fox have the potential to occur in the Project area; however, by relocating or 

humanely eradicating black tailed prairie dogs prior to commencing construction, the likelihood for 

swift fox occurrence within the Project area will be minimized.  Roosting habitat for Townsend’s 

big-eared bat was not identified within the Project area; however, the species could use the stock 

pond on site to forage.  The stock pond on-site will not be impacted by Project infrastructure.  

Suitable habitat for the northern leopard frog was not identified on the Project site.   

 

 

We hope the above responses adequately address CPW concerns and recommendations regarding the Front 

Range-Midway Solar Project.  If you have questions or concerns, or require additional information please do not 
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hesitate to contact us using the information provided below.  TWE would enjoy the opportunity to further discuss 

the Project with CPW. 

 

Dave Iadarola 

Project Manager  

(720) 732-3154 

diadarola@tradewindenergy.com 

 

Or 

 

Emily Truebner 

Environmental Manager 

(913) 953-5225 

etruebner@tradewindenergy.com 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dave Iadarola  
Dave Iadarola 

Project Manager 

 

Attachment: Front Range Midway Solar Project Existing Transmission Lines Map 
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