
There is no consistent chain of "party A sold to party B sold to party C sold to party D" 

that can be traced from the references in the Title Commitment. Some of them are either 

difficult or impossible to read in important areas. It appears that title to the right to mine 

sand in the area was given to David DeGraff by the Federal Government in 1875. 

Unknown rights (unreadable) were granted to Edwyn Evans by W. T. Rodney in 1919. 

On October 19, 1979 the property was exempted from the County Master Plan for 

Extraction of Commercial Mineral Deposits. The mineral and water rights of multiple 

properties were sold on December 31, 1979 by Empire Holdings Inc. to John Venezia, 

with no indication that Empire Holdings Inc. had purchased the rights on the property 

currently being considered in this application. A property that was identified as Parcel S 

was part of the transaction, but the part platted as Cimarron South Filing No. 1, which is 

the legal description of the property being considered in this application, was specifically 

excluded. On February 16, 2011, the area including my property was leased to 

Transcontinent Oil for oil and gas exploration by the Virginia H. Callen Estate, then the 

lease was relinquished on July 15, 2011. There is no documentation showing ownership 

of those mineral rights by the Virginia H. Callen Estate, and as owner of the physical 

property, I was never made aware of permissions being given to third parties for ingress, 

egress, road building, drilling, etc. On February 11,  2013, this same property was 

included in a sale of leases from Transcontinent Oil to Hilcorp Energy, which is suspect, 

since Transcontinent Oil did not own the lease on the property. With the non-continuous 

list of documents referenced by the Title Company, and with the transfer of rights not 

properly held by some of these parties, I can't tell who the real owner of mineral rights 

might be. I have to believe that these issues were considered in the letter from the County 

Assessor stating that the property owner has ownership of 100% of the minerals.  








