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April 27, 2022  
 

Ryan Howser 
Project Manager 
El Paso County Development Services Department 
2880 International Circle 
Colorado Springs, CO 80910 

 
   

Subject: Rolling Hills Ranch North Early Grading and Erosion Control Plan Review (EGP-22-002)  
  

Hello Ryan, 
 

 The Park Operations Division of the Community Services Department has reviewed the Rolling Hills 
Ranch North Early Grading and Erosion Control Plans and has the following comments of behalf of El Paso County 
Parks.  The following comments and recommendations are being provided administratively and do not require 
endorsement by the Park Advisory Board. 
 
 Rolling Hills Ranch is zoned PUD and is located within the Meridian Ranch development, northeast of 
the town of Falcon, north of Londonderry Drive, at the current terminus of Rex Road.  The property is within the 
Falcon-Peyton Small Area Master Plan boundary and is located immediately adjacent and west of Falcon Regional 
Park.  The Median Ranch Secondary Regional Trail, as well as Falcon Regional Park and a few of its westernmost 
internal trails, are impacted by this project.  While the alignments of the western internal park trails have not been 
finalized and can be directed away from existing grading efforts, trail easements will be requested as necessary 
through forthcoming reviews of the separate Rolling Hills Ranch filings. 
 
 The Open Space Master Plan of the Parks Master Plan shows the Judge Orr Road Candidate Open Space 
encompassing the entire project site.  Natural resource values include tallgrass and bluestem prairie communities 
intermixed with permanent and intermittent wetland areas, serving as habitats for various aquatic species.  The 
grading and subsequent residential development projects would not be in conflict with the plan, as long as their 
development does not adversely affect the surrounding existing environment. 
 
 The Rolling Hills Ranch Early Grading and Erosion Control Plan covers the rough grading specifications 
and erosion control measures for the 207-acre project site.  The applicant’s submittal included the 40’ Erosion and 
Grading Easement Agreement granted to GTL, Inc., by the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners in 
August 2014.  Staff acknowledges that this easement allows the applicant or their contractors to grade, install, 
construct, inspect, operate, and maintain pipelines and other drainage facilities. 
 
 



 As shown on Sheet 3 of the Early Grading and Erosion Control Plans, the applicant plans to install a 
large stormwater detention facility, referred to as Pond 3 at a location immediately adjacent and west of the 
southern portion of Falcon Regional Park.  Staff appreciates the location and magnitude of this facility, as excessive 
stormwater runoff from the planned residential community could have a negative impact on the sensitive natural 
drainage environment downstream of the pond.  This facility should have negligible impacts on the recreational 
components of Falcon Regional Park. 
 
 However, Sheets, 11, 13, and 14 of the Early Grading and Erosion Control Plans shows 25’-40’ wide 
drainage channel being constructed along the northern boundary of the proposed residential lots of Rolling Hills 
Ranch North, within the bounds of 54-acre Hydrologic Element HG-13.  This drainage facility channels overland 
runoff eastward then southward into an existing natural drainage channel in Falcon Regional Park.  The plans do 
not show any stormwater detention facilities along the channel’s path, and therefore it can be assumed that 
stormwater runoff will have a direct path into the natural drainage channel in Falcon Regional Park.  This natural 
channel proceeds southeastward through the park’s passive-use open space areas and will be routed under the 
proposed Rex Road extension, before exiting the park under Eastonville Road, east of the main parking area.  Staff 
is concerned that this unimpeded drainage channel will allow for a higher discharge velocity and could greatly 
impact the natural drainage in the park, creating a higher risk for flooding and erosion in what has proven to be a 
sensitive environment that does not respond well to extreme stormwater runoff events. Staff requests the 
applicant demonstrate that flows from this drainage channel will not negatively impact the natural or recreational 
values of the park.  
 
 Furthermore, while the 40’ Drainage and Grading Easement allows for the construction of drainage 
facilities within its bounds, the aforementioned drainage channel does extend beyond the easement boundary 
and into Falcon Regional Park by an estimated 50 feet.  The proposed drainage channel should be removed from 
County Property and located on the applicant’s property as there is no documented easement providing for 
infrastructure within the park outside of the already provided drainage and grading easement. 
 
 Staff strongly recommends that the applicant work closely with El Paso County Parks to address these 
issues and find amicable solutions for the design and functionality of the HG-13 drainage channel. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ross A. Williams 
Park Planner 
Park Operations 
El Paso County Community Services 
rosswilliams@elpasoco.com 
   

mailto:rosswilliams@elpasoco.com
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