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FAX TRANSMITTAL

Tor GABE SEVIGNY From: Patty Woodard

El Paso County Planning & Community

Development Department
Fae  719-520-8695 Pages: 6 (including cover page)
Phone: 718-439-2010 Date:  03/18/2019
Re: U-19-001 ce:

0 urgent 0O For Review O Please Comment [ Please Reply [J Please Recycle

@ Comments:
Gabe,

Per our telephone conversation, attached please find our comments regarding File # U-19-001, the
proposed Approval of Location-Colorado Parks and Wildlife Ramah Shooting Range petition.

If there are any questions, please contact me at (719) 436-2010.

wjﬁi LD actlard

Patty Woodard

This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the otiginal message.
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Rodger and Patty Woodard
33004 E. US Highway 24
Calhan, CO 80808
(719) 541-2309 ~ woodardip@anl.com

March 11, 2019

Gabe Sevigny

El Paso County Planning & Community Development Department
2880 International Circle, Suite 110

Colorado Springs, CO 80910-3127

Re: U-19-001 Appraval of Location-Colorado Parks and Wildlife Shooting Range

Dear Mr. Sevigny,

I appreciate you taking the time to speak with me by phone today regarding the Approvel of Location
process. As an adjoining landowner to the Ramah State Wildlife Area (SWA), any decisions made by
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and your office directly impacts our property in particular,

Enclosed please find a completed Approval of Location form expressing our opposition to the petition by
CPW for approval of an outdoor shooting range at the Ramah SWA. Also enclosed is a letter dated
December 6, 2018, addressed to CPW Area Wildlife Manager, Frank McGee, in which we set forth our
concerns regarding the proposed unattended outdoor shooting range,

Inreviewing the Approval of Location petition, we respectively request that you take into consideration the
concerns and jssues addressed in our December 6, 2018, letter to CPW. The proposed shooting range at
the SWA is not compatible with the surrounding area, poses a threat to the habitat and wildlife, and impacts
the serenity current recreational users appreciate about the property. In addition, the approval of an outdoor
shooting range will negatively impact the value of all neighboring propertics.

We appreciate your time and ask that you fully consider the adverse effects an unattended shooting range
will have on the adjacent properties, the safety of other recreational users, and the natural environment,

Sincerely, )
Rodger L. Woodard Patty D. Woodard

Ce: Mark Waller

enclosures
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EL Paso € -) County

MARK WALLER (CHATR) A STAN VANDERWERF
LONGINOS (GONZALYZ, JR, (VICE-CHAIR) COLORAD 0 . CamY I;;mi:;
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
CRAIG DOSSEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

February 11, 2019

This letter is to inform you of the fallowing petition which has been submitted to El Pasd County:
U-79-001 . SEVIGNY

APPROVAL OF LOCATION
Colorado Parks and Wiidiife Ramah Shoating Range

A request by Colorade Parks and Wildlife for approval of location to allow for an outdoor shooting range.
The property is zoned A-35 (Agricultural) and is located approximately .5 miles north of the Highway 24

and North Yoder Road Intersection. (Parcel Nos, 11000-00-032, 11000-00-020, 11000-00-023, 11000~

00-033, 11000-00-071, and 1‘IDGD-OO~DB1)(Commis§iuner District No, 2)(Gabe Sevigny)

For Against No Opinion

Comments:
Please find attached the following twa letters addressing our concerns with the Approval of Location requast:

1, Letter dated March 11, 2019 to Gabe Sevign, El Paso County Planning & Community Development Department
2, Letter dated December 6, 2018 to Frank MeGes, Colorada Farks and WIHITE Area Manager

(FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, PLEASE ATTACH ANOTHER SHEET)

e This item is scheduled o be heard by the El Paso County Planning Co sion on
9,2019. The meeting begins at 9:00 a.m, and will be conducted in the Second
Floor Hearing Room of the Pikes Peak Regional Development Canter, 2880 International
Circle, Colorado Springs.

* The date and order when this item will be congidered can be obtained by calling the
Planning and Community Development Department or through El Pagso County's Web
site (wwww.elpascco.com).

= The online submittal portal can be found at: www epcdlevplanreview.com

« The Staff Report for this Agenda item can he found at;
hitps:/planningdevelopment, elpasoco.com/el-paso-county-planning-
commission/planning-commission.2019-hearings/

Your response will be a matter of public record and available to the applicant prier to the hearing. You
are welcome to appear in parson at the hearing to further express your opinion on this petition. !f we can
be of any assistance, please call (719) 5206300,

et felt el

~ Gabe Sevigny, Planner li '
Your Name: Rodger and Patty Woodard Q ' & LOOQCZ
(printed) (signature

rinte
¢ Atldrasgs: 33004 £ US Hwy 24, Callian, CO'80808 .

Rodger: (719) 4392011
Property Location;_Schedule Number: 1100000158 Phone: Patty: (719) 439-2010

2880 INTERNATIONAL CIRCLE, SurTe 110 ({0 e COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80910-3127
' PHONE: (719) 520-6300  “wi  Fax:(719) 520-6695

Www.ELPASOCO.com
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Rodger and Patty Woodard
33004 E. US Highway 24
Calhan, CO 80808
(719) 541-2309 ~ woodardrp@aol.com

December 6, 2018

Frank McGee

Area Wildlife Manager

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Department of Natural Resources, Arca 14
4255 Sinton Road

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Dear Mr. McGee,

As an adjoining landowner to the Ramah State Wildlife Area (SWA), we are writing to express
our concerns over the Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) proposal to create a public shooting
range ot the SWA.

We have resided and grazed our cattle on the property adjacent to the SWA since 1984. In fact,
we travel through the SWA every day to access our property. Thus, any policy decision made by
CPW with respect to the SWA impacts our property in particular. Throughout those years,
regardless of whether there is water in the dam or not, we have observed and experienced how the
public presently utilizes the location. Just to name a few, those uses have included fishing, hunting,
bird watching, horseback riding, running, hiking, and dog walking. Unfortunately, this also means
that we have observed and experienced how the public utilizes the SWA in an irresponsible
manner, including drinking to excess, littering, drug trafficking and other ctimes, and as their own
impromptu shooting range. As aresult, we have several concerns with the CPW’s current proposal.

Over the past thirty years, we have observed dear, antelope, elk (a couple of times), porcupines, |
raccoons, badgers, turkeys, doves, cranes, geese, owls, numerous other birds, and cven a bob cat
recently. The SWA is the habitat for this wildlife, and a shooting range, along with the increased
volume of traffic that comes with such & proposal, would negatively impact the environment by
driving the wildlife out of the atea, defeating the purpose of preserving the SWA as just that—an
area for wildlife to reside in a part of the state continually threatened by emcroaching urban
development. The possibility also exists that inviting the public to a utilize a shooting range on
this property would increase illegal poaching, along with disrupting the natural ecogystem enjoyed
by Colorado’s wildlife.

Another significant atea of concern js the fact CPW has indicated the shooting ranging will be
unattended. Such lack of supervision increases the risk for mischief, misuse, and potential
destruction. of property not only to the SWA, but also to neighboring properties. For example, in a
particularly dry year, such as the most recent surmer of 2018, an unattended shooting range would
pose a potential risk of starting a wildfire if use of such shooting range is not carefully supervised
and proper precautions taken to ensure public safety. If CPW proceeds with its proposal to
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construct a shooting range on the SWA, then we would also ask that said constriction include
adequate signage and other information and materials necessary Lo educate the public with respect
to gun safety and the best practices for ensuting protection of the surrounding environment.

Further, all of the properties contiguous to the SWA, including our own, are used for domestic
livestock grazing. Regardless of the direction the shooting range js positioned, there is a real threat
of injury to livestock. If an itresponsibie user of the shooting range chose to take up practice on a
neatby live target, such as a cow grazing in a neighboring field, such actions would harm the
bottom line of neighboring ranchers like ourselves.

Lastly, it should go without saying that the noise distractions from the increased level of traffic
and fire arm discharge would be unwelcome and annoying not only to us as residents of the area,
but also to other members of the public who come to the SWA to enjoy recreational activities in
the peace and quiet offered by nature. 'We know from experience that gun shots revetberate along
the low-lying land that borders Big Sandy Creek. The sounds from a shooting range could become
truly disruptive to our everyday lives and to those other recreational users of the SWA. In addition,
increased traffic within the SWA will contribute to further deterioration of the roads, which are
continually rough from potholes and ruts due fo the lack of any form of regular maintenance.

Unfortunately, we are not available to attend the open house meeting on December 7%, However,
we would welcome the opportunity to personally discuss our concerns at any time. Rodger can be
contacted at (719) 439-2011 or Patty can be reached at (719) 439-2010.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely, g)
o tlhl R Moy S Wenorf

Rodger L. Woodard Patty D. Woodard



