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​Teller County Location And Extent Questions 8.4D​
​Applicant: Colorado Parks & Wildlife​
​Land Owner: Colorado Springs Utilities​
​Prepared By: Amy Brandenburg, Park Manager, Pikes Peak Recreation Area​

​1. Consistent with Master Plans​

​The proposed development aligns with the goals, objectives, and policies of applicable​
​plans by promoting responsible outdoor recreation and natural resource stewardship.​
​Developed through a cooperative Lease Agreement between Colorado Springs Utilities​
​(CSU) and Colorado Parks & Wildlife (CPW), the project supports managed public access​
​while safeguarding local water resources and wildlife habitat. As the inaugural site for the​
​broader Pikes Peak Recreation Area agreement, a collaborative opportunity involving nine​
​land managers, the project serves the public health, safety, and welfare of Teller County​
​residents and visitors by channeling recreational pressure into structured, managed facilities​
​rather than unmanaged dispersed use.​

​2. Compatibility With Surrounding Land Uses​

​The project is highly compatible with the mountain and outdoor recreation character of the​
​surrounding Gold Camp Road corridor and the Pikes Peak Massif. By limiting overnight​
​capacity to approximately 35 non-electric, no-water campsites operating on a​
​reservation-only basis, the design prevents overcrowding and preserves the natural​
​landscape. The inclusion of low-impact amenities, such as vault toilets, day-use parking, a​
​picnic shelter, and a hand-launch boat ramp, centers recreation in one exclusive area.​

​3. Is Properly Planned​

​The project has been comprehensively planned by Colorado Parks & Wildlife Project​
​Engineers to satisfy all applicable Site Design and Critical Area Standards. Infrastructure is​
​designed for sustainability and minimal environmental impact:​

​●​ ​Access & Traffic:​​Structured access points and defined day-use parking areas​
​prevent off-road parking and traffic congestion along Gold Camp Road.​

​●​ ​Sanitation:​​Non-water-dependent vault toilets provide safe, self-contained​
​wastewater management that protects water quality in Rosemont Reservoir.  We also​
​have regulations that prevent human-water contact (No Swimming) and will not​
​allow pets in the reservoir.​

​●​ ​Utilities:​​Campsites are intentionally non-electric and dry, minimizing infrastructure​
​footprint and utility demands while maintaining the natural terrain.​



​●​ ​Management:​​Active oversight by CPW ensures routine maintenance, visitor​
​compliance, and resource protection.  CPW officers are POST-commissioned Peace​
​Officers in the State of Colorado and will enforce applicable laws.​

​4. Advantages Outweigh Disadvantages​

​The advantages of the proposal significantly outweigh any minor impacts:​

​●​ ​Advantages:​​Establishes managed camping options where none previously existed​
​on Gold Camp Road; reduces illegal dispersed camping, wildfire risks, and trash​
​dumping; provides structured access to water-based hand-launch recreation; and​
​creates a model for multi-agency cooperation under the Pikes Peak Recreation Area​
​initiative.​

​●​ ​Disadvantages & Mitigation:​​Potential increases in localized recreational traffic and​
​human activity are directly mitigated by CPW management, a reservation-only​
​system, vault toilet facilities, and designated parking areas.​

​5. Demonstrated Need​

​There is a well-documented public demand for structured, high-quality outdoor recreation​
​along the Gold Camp Road corridor and the greater Pikes Peak Region. Historically, high​
​recreational demand in this area has led to unmanaged dispersed camping and associated​
​land degradation. This project fulfills a critical community need by offering formal,​
​reservation-backed camping and day-use amenities, ensuring the public can safely enjoy​
​the inaugural site of the Pikes Peak Recreation Area while protecting the landscape for​
​future generations.​
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Utilities and the State have executed this Agreement to be effective on the
date herein above written.

Utilities: State:

CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS, A
ROME RULE CITY
AND COLORADO MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION,
ON BEHALF OF ITS ENTERPRISE,
COLORADO SPRINGS UTILITIES

Travas Deal
Chief Executive Officer

By:

Kellie Billingsley (
Real Estate Services Manager

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

4IZ —-

City Attorney’s Office

STATE OF COLORADO
Jared S. Polls, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES,
FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF THE
DIVISION OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE AND
THE PARKS AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION
Laura Clellan, Director

By>&

Laura Clellan
Director
Date:

State Office of Risk Management
State Risk Manager (or authorized Delegate)

By:
Date:

All contracts must be approved by the State
Controller:
C.R.S. § 24-30-202 requires that the State
Controller approve all State contracts. This contract
is not valid until the State Controller, or such
assistant as he may delegate, has signed it, The
Landlord is not authorized to begin performance
until the contract is signed and dated below. If
performance begins prior to the date below, the
State of Colorado may not be obligated to pay for
the good and/or services provided.

Office of the State Controller (OSC)
Robert Jaros, State Controller
State Controller (or authorized Delegate)

Effective Date:
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July 10, 2026 | 2:19 PM MDT
Ion Cotsapas

July 9, 2026 | 12:56 PM MDTJulie Mileham
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