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CLEARANCE OF TREE BRANCHES TO STRUCTURES OR APPURTENANCES.

. Character tree branches shall not extend over or under the roof or eaves, and the


Kylie Bagley
Planner
Complete a Risk Assessment per Chapter 6 of the LDC

The following shall be considered in analyzing the risk factors:
• The history of local wind, relative humidity, temperature, and fine fuel moisture content shall be considered in determining defensible space.

• All vegetative fuels and other combustible materials shall be evaluated for their potential to contribute to the intensity and spread of wildland fire.

• Slope and aspect shall be evaluated as to their potential to increase the threat of wildland fire to life or improved lot, parcel, or tract.

• The factors determining required defensible space shall include the history of wildland fire for the area.

• Fire-safe routes for emergency service apparatus and for egress shall be evaluated.

• Other factors that can affect the risk of ignition or the spread of wildland fire on improved lot, parcel, or tract, including the risk of structure fires spreading to vegetation, shall be part of the analysis.

Kylie Bagley
Image

Kylie Bagley
Image

Kylie Bagley
Image


canopy or drip-line shall not be within fifteen feet (15') of a deck or similar combustible projection,
wood burning appliance or chimney unless approved by the Fire Code Official. Character trees
shall be defined as existing, mature overstory trees that are unique to the site: i.e. species
specific or large diameter (>12 inches) or wildlife essential (nesting habitat). (2009 IFC §
K102.1.4)

CLEARANCE TO MAIN STRUCTURE:

o No combustible brush, trees or shrubs such as Gambel oak, conifers, junipers and yews
shall be allowed to be left, or planted, or allowed to grow within fifteen feet (15') of the main
structure or significant accessory structure such as sheds, decks, and pergolas. The trunks of
deciduous trees may be allowed to be planted up to 10 foot (10') from structures when approved
by the Fire Code Official. Exception: When approved by the Fire Code Official, small brush
patches such as Gambel oak, Mountain mahogany, Rocky Mountain maple, chokecherry, etc.
not exceeding one hundred (100) square feet in size or trees, no larger than fifteen (15) linear
feet in any direction, may be allowed to encroach into this zone. Vegetation must be maintained
in accord with the applicable Community Wildfire Protection Plan. (2009 IFC § K102.1.2)

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE FIRE INDEX- "IGNITION-RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION"
is required for use as specifically enabled by the International Fire Code.

o A Class-A roof covering (excluding solid wood materials) shall be installed on all
Residential Occupancies and a minimum Class B roof covering shall be installed on
remaining occupancies, unless otherwise permitted.

o Exterior cladding, eaves and soffits shall be constructed of ignition-resistant materials
approved by CSFD. Approved materials include but are not limited to fiber-cement board,
stucco, masonry/brick, manufactured stone, and similar materials. Natural wood/cedar siding,
hardboard, vinyl, and similar combustible materials are not allowed. Exception: Natural wood or
plastic products used for fascia, trim board materials and trim accents, such as corbels, false
rafter tails, faux trusses, shutters and decorative vents material are allowed when painted or as
approved.

o For any portion of the attached structure with projections or overhangs, the area below
the structure shall have all horizontal under-floor area enclosed with ignition resistive materials
such as those allowed in the exterior cladding and siding section above.

o Exterior doors shall be non-combustible or solid core not less than 1 and 3/4-inches
thick. Windows within doors and glazed doors shall be tempered safety glass or multi- layered
glazed panels. Exception: Decorative single pane glazing in front entry doors is allowed.

o Exterior windows shall be a minimum double pane. Tempered panes are preferable but
not required. All attic vents shall be screened with wire mesh or hardware cloth having
openings no larger than 1/8-inch unless an alternative design or product is allowed by the Fire
Code Official. Soffit vents are allowed. Gable vents may be allowed but only as approved by the
Fire Code Official.

o Gutters and downspouts that are of non-combustible construction shall be installed such
that the leading edge of the roof is finished with a metal drip edge so that no wood sheathing is
exposed. The drip edge shall extend into the gutter. Vinyl gutters may be allowed but must have
a non-combustible landing area below the roof line, that is a minimum 5-foot distance from the
side of the structure or foundation. NOTE: Gutter caps are highly encouraged as a home-owner
maintenance item to prevent combustible debris from collecting in the trough.

o Decks and other habitable spaces shall be of ignition resistant or non-combustible
decking materials, such as composite or metal decking. Wood is not permitted to be used for
the decking surface but can be used for all large structural components and railings.



o The base of exterior walls, posts or columns shall be protected on the bottom side with
provisions such as fire-resistant foam, or wire mesh having openings no larger than 1/8- inch to
protect them from ember intrusion and still allow for weeping and moisture control.

. Chimneys serving fireplaces, as well as other heating appliances in which solid or liquid
fuels are used, shall have an approved spark arrester or cap.



