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        Lieutenant/Fire Marshal	             Curtis L. Kauffman
           Email: ckauffman@falconfirepd.org                     Cell #: 719-641-2139


Date: August 17, 2026

To: EDARP		
C/O: Joe Letke
Planning & Community Development
2882 International Circle, Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80910
Phone: 719-520-7964
Email: joeletke@elpasoco.com


Project Name: 5565 Renneberger Road Rural Home Occupation as a Special Use
File Prefix: AL-Special Use
Parcel/s: 4316005011
Zone: RR-5
File Number: AL2621
Review #: 1


This letter serves as comments for the special use. You are responsible for complying with all sections, codes and references with the fire code based on the 2021 International Fire Code, local amendments, and NFPA Standards. 

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE DOCUMENT, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERYTHING CONTAINED HERIN! 


The following are ACTION ITEMS that need to be completed.


503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm). modifications to the required access widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction.

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require or permit modifications to the required access widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction.

Section 503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall be determined by the fire code official. 33’ inside and 53’ outside radius. Resubmit the site plan showing the turning radius.

503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road shall be within the limits established by the fire code official based on the fire department’s apparatus. 10% maximum. 

503.2.8 Angles of approach and departure. The angles of approach and departure for fire apparatus access roads shall be within the limits established by the fire code official based on the fire department’s apparatus. Less than 8° degrees (not % percent). 

Section 505.1. Address Identification. New and existing buildings shall have approved address numbers, building numbers or approved building identification placed in a position that is plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property. These numbers shall contrast with their background. Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of five (5) inches (127 mm) high with a minimum stroke width of one half (0.5) inch (12.7 mm). Where access is by means of a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a monument, pole, or other means of signage shall be used to identify the structure.” Address numbers shall be visible from the street side and in both directions of road travel. 

Section D102.1 Access and loading. Amend Section D102.1 to read as follows:
D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings, or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with asphalt, concrete, or other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing up to 75,000 pounds with a minimum single axle weight of 27,000 pounds. Alternative methods such as brick pavers, road, base, and gravel as approved by the fire code official.










The following are ATTENTION ITEMS that apply to this review. 
 

Section 1402.1 Temporary Fire Access Road. Temporary access roads shall be an all-weather surface comprised of either the first lift of asphalt or concrete/compacted gravel to a thickness capable of supporting the imposed loads of fire department apparatus. A 20-foot minimum width shall be maintained unless the permanent road is designed less than 20 feet, in which case the temporary road shall be the intended width of the permanent road. Adequate street signs and fire lane signs shall be installed where applicable. Temporary access roads must be maintained in accordance with this section. Temporary roads serving as fire lanes shall not be in place more than 6 months without special approval from the fire department.”

TIMING OF INSTALLATION: Fire department access roads shall be made serviceable prior to and during the time of construction except when approved alternative methods of protection are provided. 

ACCESS FOR FIREFIGHTING: Approved vehicle access for firefighting shall be provided to all construction/demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be provided by either temporary or permanent roads capable of supporting vehicle loading under all weather conditions. Vehicle access shall be maintained until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available. 



Attention Contractor/Applicant:

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. 

Please complete the following items:

1) Permits – Ensure all applicable permits are obtained from the Pikes Peak Regional Building Department (PPRBD). 
2) Follow the Colorado State Forest Service for all plants and trees (low flammability and low ignition) guidelines.
3) Review of the comment letter from Falcon Fire Protection District. You are responsible for complying with the entire fire code, local amendments and any applicable NFPA standard references. 
4) Ensure all Action Items have been addressed. 
5) If the gate entering into the business yard for storage is to be locked after hours, a Knox padlock shall be purchased by the owner and installed by Falcon Fire Protection District Fire Marshal. Contact me for padlock specifications. 




Please let me know if there are any questions and/or concerns. You may contact me via email at the top of the letter. 


Sincerely,

Curtis L. Kauffman

Curtis L. Kauffman
Fire Prevention Division
Lieutenant/Fire Marshal
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