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Proposed Project Description

The existing Ramah wastewater lagoon is located approximately 450 feet from the Upper Big Sandy Creek,
which is where the nearest water body is located. The proposed evaporative ponds facility will be located
approximately 4,200 ft from the Upper Big Sandy Creek and will not be subject to surface water discharge
limitations because it will be non-discharging.

Construction of a new evaporative pond treatment system will have direct positive impacts on water quality
because the existing lagoon facility will be removed. This will end the wastewater seepage from it into the
surrounding groundwater and soils. This will result in changes with respect to quantity of effluent being
discharged into the ground with the proposed project. There are no changes to land use as part of this project
that would result in secondary impacts. Erosion control measures will be used during construction to minimize
sediment runoff resulting from construction activities.

Wetlands Impacts

As seen on the US Fish & Wildlife Services Wetlands map attached to this letter, two (2) types of wetlands exist
within the planning area: freshwater pond and riverine. The freshwater pond wetlands comprise the existing
wastewater lagoon and are therefore located within the existing WWTP property boundary. The riverine
wetlands will be affected as described in the previous section. The proposed evaporative ponds project will
reduce potential sources of contamination to surface waters by removing the contamination source which is
the existing wastewater lagoon. Direct and secondary impacts would therefore be positive although this does
include the removal of the freshwater pond wetlands with the decommissioning of the existing wastewater
lagoon. No other impacts to wetlands are expected as a result of construction or completion of the proposed
project.

A description of the proposed project was submitted to the State of Colorado Water Resources Division and US
Fish and Wildlife for comment on March 25, 2022. A response from the Water Resources Division was received
on April 5, 2022. The response stipulated that the project would not cause any issues related to water rights
and that the proposed work to the existing wastewater pond is required to address inadequacies with existing
treatment. A response from the US Fish and Wildlife Service was received on May 26, 2022 and issued a finding
of no concerns with the project resulting in impacts to species listed as candidate, proposed, threatened, or
endangered.

A description of the proposed project was also submitted to the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for
comment on March 31, 2022. A response from USACE was received on April 8, 2022. The response stipulated
that the project would subject to additional Army Corps permitting if dredging or placement of fill into surface
waters was anticipated as part of the proposed project. No such activities are proposed with the project.

Attachments:

US Fish & Wildlife Service Wetlands Map

Response Email US Army Corps of Engineers

Response Email US Fish & Wildlife Service

Response Email State of Colorado Water Recourses Division
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From: Williams, Jennifer (Jen) on behalf of ColoradoES, FW6

To: Karl Duffield

Subject: Ramah wastewater treatment
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 4:58:51 PM
Attachments: 3132 001.pdf

Hi, Karl -

Thank you for contacting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). Apologies for
the delayed response. Because staff were teleworking due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and only recently returned to the office in early May, your letter was not processed
until then. Please note: The Colorado Ecological Services Office in
Lakewood is moving toward 100% electronic project and technical
assistance requests. Please submit all future requests to us via email

at ColoradoES @fws.gov, which will ensure a timely review and response.

The Service has reviewed your project and has no concerns with this project resulting
in impacts to species listed as candidate, proposed, threatened, or endangered. We
recommend that you review the Service’s migratory bird guidance on avoiding and
minimizing incidental take and our nationwide standard conservation measures.

On page 1 of your letter, you wrote, "Because no critical habitats were found within
the planning area, the proposed project is not expected to affect these threatened and
endangered species." The Service bases their evaluation of impacts to species
protected under the Endangered Species Act based on presence of suitable habitat,
not just critical habitat. However, if critical habitat is present, then we need to
determine what impacts, if any, a proposed project will have on the critical habitat as
well.

We appreciate your efforts to ensure the conservation of threatened and endangered
species. Thank you for contacting us and please let me know if you have any further
questions. I can be reached at jen_ williams@fws.gov or at 303-236-4758.

Project Number: 2022-0040272

From: FW6Scan2Email@fws.gov <FW6Scan2Email@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 4:43 PM

To: ColoradoES, FW6 <ColoradoES@fws.gov>

Subject: Ramah wastewater treatment
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March 31, 2022

Drew DeBerry

US Fish & Wildlife Service RECEIVED MAY 03 2022

Colorado Field Office
P.O. Box 25486, DFC
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

Subject Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements
Element Job No: 0043.0001

Dear Mr. DeBerry:

Element Engineering, LLC (Element) and the Town of Ramah (town) are in the process of performing an
environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act to assess the environmental impacts
of wastewater improvements in El Paso, Colorado. This letter is submitted to conduct an interdisciplinary
review of the proposed project. The project shall be funded through Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE) with state dollars through CDPHE’s State Revolving Fund program.

The Town of Ramah owns and operates a community wastewater system that pre-dates the public wastewater
identification and as such is not permitted under CDPHE. The existing system consists of an influent septic tank
and an unlined, non-aerated, unpermitted wastewater treatment pond. The town needs to address their
wastewater system because it does not provide adequate wastewater treatment to discharge to groundwater
or surface water. A replacement of the existing plant must be constructed in order to bring the town into and
maintain compliance with state discharge permit requirements.

The proposed project includes constructing a three-pond evaporative wastewater treatment facility that
occurs beyond the existing location as the proposed system will be located on a property separate from the
existing wastewater facility. This will also require the construction of a new influent lift station designed to
pump up to 42 gpm as well as the complete decommissioning of the existing wastewater lagoon facility and
existing septic tank. Additional components of the lift station will include a new magnetic flow meter and
approximately 4,300 linear feet of 4-inch sewer force main to discharge into the new evaporative ponds. The
new evaporative ponds will be installed a synthetic liner containment system and will be screened for solids
with an influent manual bar screen at the site upstream of the waste flow discharge into the ponds.

Element conducted a desktop review of the project area for suitable habitat for federally listed threatened and
endangered species protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 USC 1531 et seq.)
(ESA). The IPaC report found two (2) endangered species, five (5) threatened species, and one (1) candidate
species in the planning area. However, no critical habitats were found within the planning area. Because there
are no critical habitats at the proposed water facility location, the proposed project is not expected to affect
these threatened and endangered species. The determination for all species for this project will be: Not Likely
to Adversely Affect the Species.

720.749.4165 | 12687 West Cedar Drive, Suite 300, Lakewood, CO 80228 | elementengineering.net





Element and the Town of Ramah request that your office review the proposed project for any State and
Federally listed threatened and endangered species and any other important State natural resources that may
occur in the project area. Please provide any recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these
impacts.

Enclosed are a US Fish and Wildlife Service Wetlands map, Proposed Improvement Exhibits that depict the
project’s area of potential effect for all construction activities, and the results of the IPaC desktop review. The
proposed WTF will be constructed on fand currently owned by the town.

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to discuss the
project, please contact me at 303-518-2361 or by email at karld@elementengineering.net. Please respond to

this letter by mail to the address in the footer of this letter or by email at karld@elementengineering.net.

Sincerely,

Karl Duffield, EIT
Design Engineer

Attachments
US Fish & Wildlife Service Wetlands Map

Proposed Improvement Exhibits
Information for Planning and Consulting (IPaC) Endangered Species Report

720.749.4165 | 12687 West Cedar Drive, Suite 300, Lakewood, CO 80228 | elementengineering.net
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9/17/21, 4:46 PM IPaC: Explore Location resources

IPaC U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

|IPaC resource list

This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat
(collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS)
jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced below. The list
may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be
directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood
and extent of effects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional
site-specific (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-specific (e.g., magnitude and timing of
proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS
office(s) with jurisdiction in the defined project area. Please read the introduction to each section
that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for
additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Location

El Paso County, Colorado

Local office

Colorado Ecological Services Field Office

. (303) 236-4773
1B (303) 236-4005

MAILING ADDRESS
Denver Federal Center
P.O. Box 25486

Denver, CO 80225-0486

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/3EKXJ3KHXRGUNESX4IC5SCBEJY/resources 1711





9/17/21, 4:46 PM |PaC: Explore Location resources

Endangered species

This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of
project level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species.
Additional areas of influence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of
the species range if the species could be indirectly affected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a
dam upstream of a fish population even if that fish does not occur at the dam site, may indirectly
impact the species by reducing or eliminating water flow downstream). Because species can move,
and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near
the project area. To fully determine any potential effects to species, additional site-specific and
project-specific information is often required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary
information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area
of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any
Federal agency. A letter from the local office and a species list which fulfills this requirement can
only be obtained by requesting an official species list from either the Regulatory Review section in
IPaC (see directions below) or from the local field office directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website
and request an official species list by doing the following:

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.
2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.

3. Log in (if directed to do so).

4. Provide a name and description for your project.
5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species! and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the fisheries division of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA Fisheries?).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on this
list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows
species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more
information. IPaC only shows species that are regulated by USFWS (see FAQ).

2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an office of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce.

The following species are potentially affected by activities in this location:

Birds

NAME STATUS

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/3EKXJ3KHXRGUNESX4IC5SCBEJY/resources 311





9/17/21, 4:46 PM IPaC: Explore Location resources

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

Wherever found
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Flowering Plants

NAME STATUS
Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened

Wherever found
This species only needs to be considered if the following condition
applies:
* Projectincludes water-related activities and/or use in the N,
Platte, S. Platte, and Laramie River Basins which may affect listed
species in Nebraska.

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Critical habitats

Potential effects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered
species themselves.

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS AT THIS LOCATION,

Migratory birds

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act! and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act2.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to migratory
birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing
appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/3EKXJ3KHXRGUNESX4IC5SC6EJY/resources 5/11
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Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus Breeds May 10 to Sep 10
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Probability of Presence Summary

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the FAQ
"Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to
interpret this report.

Probability of Presence (%)

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week months.) A
taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see below) can be
used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher confidence in the
presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the
week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for that
week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee was
found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of presence
is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum probability of presence
across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted
Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any
week of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is
0.05/0.25=0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the probability of
presence score.

To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its
entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project area.

Survey Effort (I)
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys

performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys,

To see a bar's survey effort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/3EKXJ3KHXRGUNESX4IC5SCBEJY/resources 711
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The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network
(AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is
queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project
intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that
area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore
activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It is not
representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially present in your
project area, please visit the AKN Phenology Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially
occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by the
Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen
ien e

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes available. To
learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret them, go the
Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do | know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my project area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating or
year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or
(if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds
guide. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur
in your project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds
elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range
anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the
continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of
the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from
certain types of development or activities (e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, in particular, to
avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For
more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird
impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of
bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Qcean Data Portal. The Portal
also offers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review.
Alternately, you may download the bird model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS
Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Quter Continental Shelf project webpage.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/3EKXJ3KHXRGUNESX4IC5SC6EJY/resources 9/11
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Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NW! data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to update
our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine the actual
extent of wetlands on site.

This location overlaps the following wetlands:
FRESHWATER POND
PUSC

RIVERINE
R4SBC

A full description for each wetland code can be found at the National Wetlands Inventory website

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level
information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high
altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error
is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in
revision of the wetland boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts,
the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work conducted.
Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There may be
occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted on the map and
the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial
imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged
aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.
Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.
These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe wetlands in a
different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this
inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish
the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in
activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal,
state, or local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may
affect such activities.
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Karl Duffield

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:

Flag Status:

Dickinson - DNR, Wenli <wenli.dickinson@state.co.us>

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 11:47 AM

Karl Duffield

Joanna Williams - DNR; Keith Vander Horst - DNR

Re: Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements, Element Job No: 0043.0001
Letter 2022-04-05.pdf

Follow up
Flagged

Dear Karl Duffield:

Thank you for your letter dated March 25, 2022 concerning improvements to the Ramah WWTP,
consisting of constructing three new ponds for wastewater treatment. These changes are proposed
because the current pond (unlined and unpermitted) is not adequate.

There do not appear to be any water rights issues with this referral. Our comment on the project
is that the new ponds need to be constructed in accordance with Colorado law, and that the
existing pond cannot expose groundwater without a replacement plan.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Wenli Dickinson

Water Resource Engineer

xl

P 303.866.3581 x8206
1313 Sherman St, Suite 821, Denver, CO 80203
wenli.dickinson@state.co.us | dwr.colorado.gov




From: Karl Duffield

To: SPA-RD-CO

Cc: Alice Arsenault

Subject: RE: Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 4:07:00 PM

Kara,

My apologies for the mix up and thank you for expanding on the permitting requirements as it
relates to potential wetlands.

All the proposed activities relating to the wastewater improvements project in Ramah will not
involve fill or dredged materials into surface waters.

Thank you for your time discussing the project details and permitting process.

Karl Duffield, EIT
Project Engineer
303.518.2361 | karld@elementengineering.net

From: SPA-RD-CO <SPA-RD-CO@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 3:20 PM

To: Karl Duffield <karld@elementengineering.net>

Cc: Alice Arsenault <alicea@elementengineering.net>; SPA-RD-CO <SPA-RD-CO@usace.army.mil>
Subject: RE: Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements

Karl

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map has not been field verified
and is simply an indicator that there could be wetlands at that location. NWI does not satisfy
permitting requirements for a wetland delineation. If the activity does not discharge dredged or fill
material into a waters of the United States, then you do not legally need to contact us. If the activity
does cause the discharge of dredged or fill material into a waters of the United States, then a
Department of the Army permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required.

If you have question regarding the locations of waters of the United States and whether your activity
will involve the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United, then | advise the
project proponent hire a wetland consultant to delineate (using the appropriate USACE Regional
Supplements) all potential waters of the U.S. within the project area.

Sincerely

Kara Hellige

Chief, Southern Colorado Branch

US Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque District
970-259-1604 ext 1007 (office)

970-218-7466 (cell)

Please visit our website at: https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program-and-



mailto:karld@elementengineering.net
mailto:SPA-RD-CO@usace.army.mil
mailto:alicea@elementengineering.net
mailto:karld@elementengineering.net
https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program-and-Permits/

Permits/

From: Karl Duffield <karld@elementengineering.net>

Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 12:39 PM

To: Hellige, Kara A CIV USARMY CESPA (USA) <Kara.A.Hellige@usace.army.mil>

Cc: Alice Arsenault <alicea@elementengineering.net>; SPA-RD-CO <SPA-RD-CO@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [URL Verdict: Neutral][Non-DoD Source] RE: Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant
Improvements

Hello Kara,

Thank you for responding to our request for review of potential surface water impacts. As
requested, and to help clarify the project’s area of potential impact and disturbance, | have included
the attached map to my email. This map depicts the potential area of disturbance for the proposed
wastewater upgrades in Ramah which | overlayed on top of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service National
Wetlands Inventory map of the area that was included in my original letter. Also attached, is the
original wetland inventory map.

| hope this map overlay helps to clarify the distance between the proposed work and the existing
wetlands in the area. As shown, all the proposed work for the wastewater system upgrades is to be
outside of any known wetlands with the exception being the decommissioning of the existing,
unpermitted, and unlined wastewater lagoon that is shown as freshwater pond wetlands. As the
lagoon was originally constructed in the 1960s, it never received the proper site approval, permitting
or liner and is believed to be in violation of Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE) regulations for maximum allowable seepage of wastewater into the ground. Because of
these deficiencies, the lagoon is suspected to be contributing to the contamination of the
surrounding ground and groundwater. The removal of this lagoon and the restoration of the area
back to the natural state of the surrounding floodplain is included in the project to improve
surrounding groundwater quality. It is also a condition required by El Paso County and (CDPHE) that
all abandoned wastewater structures be decommissioned and removed which includes the existing
wastewater lagoon.

Please let us know that you received this map for clarification of the extent of the proposed project
and whether there are any changes in the requirements for your office’s review.

Thank you,
Karl Duffield, EIT

Project Engineer
303.518.2361 | karld@elementengineering.net

From: Hellige, Kara A CIV USARMY CESPA (USA) <Kara.A.Hellige@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 3:33 PM

To: Karl Duffield <karld@elementengineering.net>

Subject: Town of Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements
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Mr. Duffield

We received your request to review the subject project proposal to identify potential impacts to
waters of the United States. In order for our office to determine if a Department of the Army permit
is required for the subject project, you will need to provide us with an aquatic resource delineation
and a map identifying the project’s limits of disturbance as it relates to potential waters of the
United States. | advise that you hire a wetland consultant to perform this aquatic resource
delineation, which should include a review of wetlands and ordinary high water. You can find a list
of wetland consultants on our website at
https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Portals/16/docs/civilworks/regulatory/Consultants_List August%2

02021 .pdf.

Please provide this information to SPA-RD-CO@usace.army.mil. Once we receive this information,
we will assign it a project number and project manager to complete our review.

Sincerely

Kara Hellige

Chief, Southern Colorado Branch

US Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque District
970-259-1604 ext 1007 (office)

970-218-7466 (cell)

Please visit our website at: https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program-and-

Permits/
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