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DEVIATION REQUEST (Attach diagrams, figures, and other documentation to clarify request) 

A deviation from the standards of or in Section ECM section 2.2.4 Figure 2-4 Rural Minor Arterial of the Engineering Criteria Manual 

(ECM) is requested. 
 

Identify the specific ECM standard which a deviation is requested: 

ECM criteria for a rural minor arterial cross sections requires a 12’ travel lane and an 8’ paved shoulder. 

 

State the reason for the requested deviation: 

The reason for the requested deviation for the cross section of a rural minor arterial cross section is that ROW would need to be 
obtained from adjacent property owners to have the full 8’ paved shoulder on the west side of the road.  To place the burden of 
ROW acquisition from the adjacent property owners on the Saddlehorn development would not be fair or equitable.   
 
While the minor arterial cross section could be built on the east (Saddlehorn) side of the road, it is not the appropriate time to build 
out the full section until both sides of the road can be constructed. 
 
 

 

Explain the proposed alternative and compare to the ECM standards (May provide applicable regional or national standards used 
as basis): 

The proposed alternative is for the 8’ paved shoulder to be reduced to a 2’ paved shoulder. This is the maximum that can fit inside 
the existing western ROW. Exhibit A provides the proposed cross section. 
 
The applicant will provided a 72 foot half right of way along with an additional 18 foot ROW preservation on all plats adjacent to 
Curtis Road consistent with the anticipated ROW needs identified in the MTCP.  
 
The applicant is also subject to the El Paso County Road Impact Fee per resolution No. 19-471 and is therefore paying its fair and 
equitable share of necessary improvements identified in the MTCP. 
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Address the rezone condition of approval #3 requiring improvement to arterial road standards with reimbursement from the fee program (copied below).
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LIMITS OF CONSIDERATION  

(At least one of the conditions listed below must be met for this deviation request to be considered.) 
 

☐  The ECM standard is inapplicable to the particular situation. 

☒  Topography, right-of-way, or other geographical conditions or impediments impose an undue hardship and an equivalent 

alternative that can accomplish the same design objective is available and does not compromise public safety or accessibility. 

☐  A change to a standard is required to address a specific design or construction problem, and if not modified, the standard will 

impose an undue hardship on the applicant with little or no material benefit to the public. 
 
Provide justification: 

ROW must be obtained on the west side of the road for the full 8’ paved shoulder to be constructed on Curtis Road. The maximum 
shoulder width that can be constructed inside the existing ROW is 2’. 

 

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL 

Per ECM section 5.8.7 the request for a deviation may be considered if the request is not based exclusively on financial 
considerations.  The deviation must not be detrimental to public safety or surrounding property.  The applicant must include 
supporting information demonstrating compliance with all of the following criteria: 

 
The deviation will achieve the intended result with a comparable or superior design and quality of improvement. 

This deviation will improve the roadway by adding a should and maintain a consistent cross section until such time as the 
additional western ROW is acquired as part of the overall improvement of Curtis Road to minor arterial standards.  This request is 
not based on financial considerations.  

 
The deviation will not adversely affect safety or operations. 

This deviation will improve the safety when compared to the existing condition that has no asphalt shoulder and 11 foot travel 
lanes.  Operations will not be impacted by the proposed cross section. 
 
As final plats take access to Curtis Road the each intersection will be designed to accommodate the requirements listed in Table 
10 Roadway Improvements of the Traffic Impact Study. 
 
Filing 1 intersection improvements will provide a 12 foot through lane, 12 ft decell/turn lane, 2 ft paved shoulder and a 2 ft gravel 
shoulder.  
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The deviation will not adversely affect maintenance and its associated cost. 

Maintenance of the roadways will not be impacted. 

 
The deviation will not adversely affect aesthetic appearance. 

The deviation has no bearing on the aesthetic appearance. 

 
The deviation meets the design intent and purpose of the ECM standards. 

Yes, the deviation meets the design intent and purpose of the ECM standards. Once ROW can be obtained, the road can be built 
out to the full rural minor arterial section. 

 
The deviation meets the control measure requirements of Part I.E.3 and Part I.E.4 of the County’s MS4 permit, as applicable. 

Yes, the deviation meets the control measure requirements of Part I.E.3 and Part I.E.4 of the County’s MS4 permit, this project is 
proposing Water Quality facilities as required by the criteria. 
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REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Approved by the ECM Administrator 

This request has been determined to have met the criteria for approval.  A deviation from Section __________________ of the ECM is 
hereby granted based on the justification provided. 

┌                                                                                                                       ┐ 

 

 

 

└                                                                                                                       ┘ 

 

Denied by the ECM Administrator 

This request has been determined not to have met criteria for approval.  A deviation from Section __________________ of the ECM is 
hereby denied.  

┌                                                                                                                       ┐ 

 

 

 

└                                                                                                                       ┘ 

 

 

ECM ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS/CONDITIONS: 
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Provide proposed "ultimate" cross-section that the project will be responsible for constructing and phasing of widening.  Staff recommends that the standard 8-ft paved shoulders or some width greater than 2' be provided on the east side for this request.








