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NATURAL FEATURES REPORT 
FOR 

CALM BREEZE FILIN NO. 1 – FINAL PLAT 
 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Natural Features Report is to document and evaluate the project's existing natural 
conditions. This informs responsible planning, design, and land management decisions. The report overviews 
and analyzes key environmental characteristics, including site topography and hydrologic features, such as 
floodplains and flood hazard areas, riverine wetland habitats, and existing drainage ways. It also examines 
ecological resources on or near the site, including wildlife, potential habitat, vegetation communities, and the 
presence of noxious or invasive weeds. In addition, the report considers natural hazards and environmental 
risks, with a focus on wildfire potential and hazard mitigation. Together, this assessment establishes a baseline 
understanding of the site's natural systems and identifies constraints, opportunities, and management needs 
to support sustainable development and environmental stewardship. 
 

General Location, Location Map and Project Description 
 
The proposed Clam Breeze Filing No. 1 subdivision plat covers a 42.219-acre parcel and owners intend to 
subdivide the property into four ~10 acres residential lots. This parcel is currently identified by the El Paso 
County Assessor's tax parcel number 5211000013. It is located in part of the southeast quarter of Section 11 and 
the northeast quarter of Section 14, Township 12 South, Range 65 West of the Sixth Principal Meridian, El Paso 
County, Colorado. The site is surrounded by residential properties zoned RR-5. Access is provided by Shoup 
Road, a public roadway. A gravel private access road, about 20 feet wide, runs through the property for internal 
and adjacent access.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. - Vicinity Map 
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Topography 
 
The topography of the project site is gentle rolling hills in a southeasterly direction with a variety of native 
grasses, shrubs, ponderosa pines, and gamble oaks. The overall site slope within each lot ranges from ~1% to 
~33%. Each of the proposed lot delineations has several buildable pad sites with slopes ranging from ~2% to 
~12%. 
 
The southern side of the site includes a section of the Black Squirrel Creek (BSC), which flows eastward. The 
BSC creek has a typical bottom-of-creek slope of ~1% with side slopes ranging from ~10% to ~33%. There is an 
existing unnamed tributary reach running north to south that converges with BSC to the south, from which 
then flows off-site to the east. The tributary creek reach bottom of this reach is ~1% with ranging side slopes 
of ~2-33%. This development shall not propose new development within the BSC flood plain or within the 
unnamed tributary reach. 

 
Floodplain Discussion and FIRM 
 
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood insurance rate map (FIRM) panel no. 
08041C0320G with an effective date of December 7, 2018 has been examined as it relates to the property 
being platted.  Most of the site is located within Zone X, which includes areas determined to be outside the 
0.2% annual chance floodplain. 
 
A portion of the site at the southern end of the site lies within a section of the Black Squirrel Creek, which 
flows eastward. This area has been designated as Zone A, indicating a 1% annual chance of flooding, however, 
no base flood elevation is determined.  The Zone AE floodplain limits and base flood elevations, as shown on 
the Calm Breeze Filin No. 1 plat, are per the interpolated BFE extents provided by Keith Curtis (Pikes Peak 
Regional Building Department, Floodplain Division). The FIRM is included in the appendix of this report. 
 

Geologic & Soils Hazards  
 
A Soils and Geology Study prepared by Entech Engineering, Inc., dated May 29, 2026, is included as part of this 
submittal package. 
 
This Soils and Geology Study concludes that the proposed development is appropriate for the planned four 
~10-acre lot subdivision. This conclusion applies provided all outlined precautions and recommendations 
regarding design and construction are followed. As part of the study, four exploration test borings were 
completed around the ~42-acre site. The study identified several geologic hazards and constraints as 
described in Section 6.0 of the report. These include artificial fill, potentially expansive soils, drainage and 
floodplain areas, potentially shallow or seasonally shallow groundwater areas, slope stability and landslide 
susceptibility, downslope creep, potentially unstable slope areas, and radon. The report notes that, if hazards 
cannot be avoided, they can be mitigated through proper engineering, design, and construction practices. It 
also recommends further investigation of individual lots and selected building sites for specific details and 
mitigation recommendations. 

 
Wetlands  
 
The USFWS National Wetland Inventory (NWI) and the UDGS National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) databases 
were reviewed for potential wetlands and surface waters within the project site shown in the appendix of this 
report. No natural wetland is known to be on the project site. However, the data indicate that there are two 
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streams running through the site. The southern side of the site includes a section of the named Black Squirrel 
Creek (BSC), which flows eastward. There is an existing unnamed tributary reach running north to south that 
converges with BSC to the south, from which the flow then continues off-site to the east. 
 
As noted in the Floodplain Discussion section, a small section at the southern end of the site includes a section 
of Black Squirrel Creek, which flows eastward. This area has been designated as Zone A, indicating a 1% annual 
chance of flooding. 
 

Soils  
 
As previously mentioned, Entech Engineering, Inc., conducted a Soils and Geology Study for the subject site. 
The soil types found are identified and characterized in Section 5.4 of the report. 
 
Soil Type 1: classified as a silty to clayey sand (SM, SC).  
Soils Type 2: classified as highly weathered sandstone or clayey sand when classified as a soil (SM). 

Wildfire 

A Wildfire Mitigation Plan has been prepared and provided with this application submission. The report has 
been prepared by a Wildfire Mitigation professional as required by El Paso County, by Root Forestry, LLC, dated 
April, 2026. This report analysis the current hazards and recommends mitigation measures and also provides 
a forest management plans so that the future homeowners may maintain healthy, fire adapted forest near and 
around their homes.  
 
According to USDA and USFS community risk mapping, most of the project site faces moderate wildfire risk, 
with 10-15% classified as high risk due to dense ponderosa pines and gamble oaks in the western-central area. 
Burn probability is rated high to moderate. See maps in the appendix. 
 
The project site is located within the Black Forest Fire Rescue district, with Station 1 at 11445 Teachout Rd, ~4.6 
miles from the subject site, and Station 2 at 16465 Ridge Run Dr, ~7.5 miles from the project site. 
 

Noxious Weeds 
 
Noxious weeds are present on the project site in various areas, but in generally limited quantities. There does 
not appear to be any large concentrated quantities of noxious weeds, but scattered noxious weeds were found 
throughout various portions of the site in isolated areas. It's possible that additional noxious weed populations 
may be present on the site, and a site inventory may be necessary to identify and map noxious weeds during 
the growing season would be required to accurately catalog all populations on the site. 

 
Wildlife and Critical Species 
 
The project site lies near two Southwestern Tablelands ecoregions, known as Pine-Oak Woodlands and Foothill 
Grasslands. The undeveloped portions of each lot will remain as native vegetation and undisturbed wildlife 
habitat. The Colorado Parks and Wildlife notes that the following wildlife is present in the subject area: 
 
Black Bear – Human Conflict Area 
Black Bear- Summer Concentration 
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Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Colony Potential Occurrence 
Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Colony Overall Range 
Mountain Lion Human Conflict Area 
Mountain Lion Overall Range 
Mule Deer Concentration Area 
Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Overall Range 
Pronghorn Overall Range 
Bullsnake Overall Range 
Common Lesser Earless Lizard Overall Range 
Hernandez’s Short=horned Lizard Overall Range 
Milkshake Overall Range 
Ornate Box Turtle Overall Range 
Painted Turtle Overall Range 
Prairie Lizard and Plateau Fence Lizard Overall Range 
Prairie Rattlesnake and Western Rattlesnake Overall Range 
Six-lined Racerunner Overall Range 
Smooth Greensnake Overall Range 
Terrestrial Gartnersnake Overall Range 
Variable Skink and Many -Lined Skink Overall Range 
Lesser Sand Hill Crane Overall Range 
White-tailed Deer Overall Range 
Wild Turkey Overall Range 
Brown Big Bear Overall Range 
Fringed Myotis Overall Range 
Hoary Bat Overall Range 
Little Brown Myotis Overall Range 
Red Bat Overall Range 
Silver-haired Bat Overall Range 
Band-tailed Pigeon Breeding Range 
Brewer Sparrow Breeding Range 
Burrowing Owl Breeding Range 
Cassin Sparrow Breeding Range 
Golden Eagle Breeding Range 
Grasshopper Sparrow Breeding Range 
Lark Bunting Breeding Range 
Lazuli Bunting Breeding Range 
Northern Harrier Breeding Range 
Prairie Falcon Breeding Range 
Rufous Hummingbird Migration Range 
Swainson Sparrow Breeding Range 
Virginia Warbler Breeding Range 
Olive-backed Pocket Mouse Overall Range 
White-Tailed Jackrabbit Overall Range 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service IPaC mapper database showed one critical mammal species, the Preble’s 
Jumping Mouse (threatened). Preble’s Jumping Mouse critical habitat does not lie within the project site. 
However, their preferred habitats may be present within the project area's floodplain. The floodplain area is to 
remain undisturbed; therefore, there are no anticipated impacts on the mouse species from the proposed 
project. 
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The Eastern Black Rail and Piping Plover (both threatened) were identified in IPaC mapping. However, their 
critical habitats are outside the project site. The proposed subdivision is unlikely to result in—or contribute 
to—water depletions on Black Squirrel Creek. Therefore, no direct or indirect impacts to these species are 
likely from the proposed subdivision. 
 
The Monarch butterfly is designated on site as (proposed threatened). It may be present during migration (May–
October) and breeding in early spring (February–March). 
 

Conclusion  
 

In conclusion, the Natural Features Report for the Clam Breeze Filing No. 1 subdivision provides a 
comprehensive evaluation of the site’s existing environmental conditions and identifies key factors relevant to 
responsible development. The approximately 42.219-acre property exhibits gently rolling topography, 
generally suitable for residential construction, with adequate buildable areas across the proposed lots.  
 
Hydrologic features, including Black Squirrel Creek and an unnamed tributary, introduce localized constraints 
associated with floodplain areas; however, these features have been appropriately identified, and no 
development is proposed within designated flood-prone zones. 
 
Geotechnical analysis indicates that the site is suitable for the proposed subdivision, provided that 
recommended engineering design and construction practices are implemented. While no jurisdictional 
wetlands have been identified, drainage features and floodplain areas will require careful consideration to 
preserve natural functions and minimize impacts. 
 
The site supports a range of native vegetation and wildlife species, including potential habitat for the Preble’s 
Meadow Jumping Mouse and seasonal use by migratory birds and Monarch butterflies. With the preservation 
of floodplain areas and adherence to best management practices, impacts to sensitive species are expected 
to be minimal. The presence of noxious weeds is limited and manageable with proper monitoring and control 
measures. 
 
Wildfire risk represents a notable environmental consideration due to existing vegetation communities. 
However, with the implementation of recommended mitigation strategies, including defensible space and 
vegetation management, risks can be effectively reduced to acceptable levels. 
Overall, the site presents both opportunities and constraints typical of a semi-rural, natural landscape. With 
appropriate planning, adherence to engineering and environmental recommendations, and continued 
stewardship of natural resources, the proposed development can proceed in a manner that balances 
residential use with the protection and preservation of the site’s ecological integrity. 
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APPENDIX C 
WETLAND MAP 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

26 Elbeth sandy loam, 8 to 15 
percent slopes

19.8 47.0%

41 Kettle gravelly loamy sand, 8 to 
40 percent slopes

22.4 53.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 42.2 100.0%

Map Unit Descriptions
The map units delineated on the detailed soil maps in a soil survey represent the 
soils or miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit descriptions, along 
with the maps, can be used to determine the composition and properties of a unit.

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one or more 
major kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified and named 
according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a taxonomic 
class there are precisely defined limits for the properties of the soils. On the 
landscape, however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the 
characteristic variability of all natural phenomena. Thus, the range of some 
observed properties may extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class. 
Areas of soils of a single taxonomic class rarely, if ever, can be mapped without 
including areas of other taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit is made 
up of the soils or miscellaneous areas for which it is named and some minor 
components that belong to taxonomic classes other than those of the major soils.

Most minor soils have properties similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in the 
map unit, and thus they do not affect use and management. These are called 
noncontrasting, or similar, components. They may or may not be mentioned in a 
particular map unit description. Other minor components, however, have properties 
and behavioral characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to require different 
management. These are called contrasting, or dissimilar, components. They 
generally are in small areas and could not be mapped separately because of the 
scale used. Some small areas of strongly contrasting soils or miscellaneous areas 
are identified by a special symbol on the maps. If included in the database for a 
given area, the contrasting minor components are identified in the map unit 
descriptions along with some characteristics of each. A few areas of minor 
components may not have been observed, and consequently they are not 
mentioned in the descriptions, especially where the pattern was so complex that it 
was impractical to make enough observations to identify all the soils and 
miscellaneous areas on the landscape.

The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way diminishes the 
usefulness or accuracy of the data. The objective of mapping is not to delineate 
pure taxonomic classes but rather to separate the landscape into landforms or 
landform segments that have similar use and management requirements. The 
delineation of such segments on the map provides sufficient information for the 
development of resource plans. If intensive use of small areas is planned, however, 
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onsite investigation is needed to define and locate the soils and miscellaneous 
areas.

An identifying symbol precedes the map unit name in the map unit descriptions. 
Each description includes general facts about the unit and gives important soil 
properties and qualities.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soil series. Except for 
differences in texture of the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major 
horizons that are similar in composition, thickness, and arrangement.

Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface layer, slope, stoniness, 
salinity, degree of erosion, and other characteristics that affect their use. On the 
basis of such differences, a soil series is divided into soil phases. Most of the areas 
shown on the detailed soil maps are phases of soil series. The name of a soil phase 
commonly indicates a feature that affects use or management. For example, Alpha 
silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the Alpha series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous areas. 
These map units are complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.

A complex consists of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas in such an intricate 
pattern or in such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps. 
The pattern and proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar 
in all areas. Alpha-Beta complex, 0 to 6 percent slopes, is an example.

An association is made up of two or more geographically associated soils or 
miscellaneous areas that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of present 
or anticipated uses of the map units in the survey area, it was not considered 
practical or necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous areas separately. The 
pattern and relative proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat 
similar. Alpha-Beta association, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.

An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas 
that could be mapped individually but are mapped as one unit because similar 
interpretations can be made for use and management. The pattern and proportion 
of the soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped area are not uniform. An area can 
be made up of only one of the major soils or miscellaneous areas, or it can be made 
up of all of them. Alpha and Beta soils, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.

Some surveys include miscellaneous areas. Such areas have little or no soil 
material and support little or no vegetation. Rock outcrop is an example.

Custom Soil Resource Report
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El Paso County Area, Colorado

26—Elbeth sandy loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting
National map unit symbol: 367y
Landscape: Uplands
Elevation: 7,300 to 7,600 feet
Farmland classification: Not prime farmland

Map Unit Composition
Elbeth and similar soils: 85 percent
Minor components: 15 percent
Estimates are based on observations, descriptions, and transects of the mapunit.

Description of Elbeth

Setting
Landscape: Uplands
Landform: Hills
Landform position (three-dimensional): Side slope
Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-slope shape: Linear
Parent material: Alluvium derived from arkose

Typical profile
A - 0 to 3 inches: sandy loam
E - 3 to 23 inches: loamy sand
Bt - 23 to 68 inches: sandy clay loam
C - 68 to 74 inches: sandy clay loam

Properties and qualities
Slope: 8 to 15 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Well drained
Runoff class: Medium
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high (0.20 

to 0.60 in/hr)
Depth to water table: More than 80 inches
Frequency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None
Available water supply, 0 to 60 inches: Moderate (about 7.1 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability classification (irrigated): None specified
Land capability classification (nonirrigated): 4e
Hydrologic Soil Group: B
Ecological site: F048AY908CO - Mixed Conifer
Hydric soil rating: No

Minor Components

Other soils
Percent of map unit: 10 percent
Hydric soil rating: No

Custom Soil Resource Report
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Pleasant
Percent of map unit: 5 percent
Landform: Depressions
Hydric soil rating: Yes

41—Kettle gravelly loamy sand, 8 to 40 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting
National map unit symbol: 368h
Landscape: Uplands
Elevation: 7,000 to 7,700 feet
Farmland classification: Not prime farmland

Map Unit Composition
Kettle and similar soils: 85 percent
Minor components: 15 percent
Estimates are based on observations, descriptions, and transects of the mapunit.

Description of Kettle

Setting
Landscape: Uplands
Landform: Hills
Landform position (three-dimensional): Side slope
Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-slope shape: Linear
Parent material: Sandy alluvium derived from arkose

Typical profile
E - 0 to 16 inches: gravelly loamy sand
Bt - 16 to 40 inches: gravelly sandy loam
C - 40 to 60 inches: extremely gravelly loamy sand

Properties and qualities
Slope: 8 to 40 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Somewhat excessively drained
Runoff class: Medium
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): High (2.00 to 6.00 

in/hr)
Depth to water table: More than 80 inches
Frequency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None
Available water supply, 0 to 60 inches: Low (about 3.4 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability classification (irrigated): None specified
Land capability classification (nonirrigated): 7e
Hydrologic Soil Group: B
Ecological site: F048AY908CO - Mixed Conifer

Custom Soil Resource Report
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Hydric soil rating: No

Minor Components

Other soils
Percent of map unit: 10 percent
Hydric soil rating: No

Pleasant
Percent of map unit: 5 percent
Landform: Depressions
Hydric soil rating: Yes

Custom Soil Resource Report
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WILDFIRE HAZARD MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Colorado Wild�re Risk
Viewer
https://co-pub.coloradoforestatlas.org

Fire Intensity

12650 Calm Breeze Point ~42-acres

Created on:
3/11/2026, 2:49 PM

Disclaimer
The user assumes the entire risk related to their use of the Colorado Wild�re
Risk Viewer and either the published or derived products from these data.

The Colorado State Forest Service is providing these data “as is” and
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(without limitation) any implied warranties of merchantability or �tness for
a particular purpose.

In no event will Colorado State Forest Service be liable to you or to any third
party for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special or exemplary
damages or lost pro�t resulting from any use or misuse of these data.
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BURN PROBABILITY 
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APPENDIX G 
FIRE DEPARTMENT MAP 
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