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        Lieutenant/Fire Marshal                 Curtis L. Kauffman
           Email: ckauffman@falconfirepd.org                     Cell #: 719-641-2139


Date: October 28, 2026

To: EDARP		
C/O: Maranda Benson
Planning & Community Development
2882 International Circle, Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80910
Phone: 719-520-7940
Email: mirandabenson2@elpasoco.com


Project Name: 7720 Venture Street Outside Storage
File Prefix: PPR-Plot Plan Review
Parcel/s: 5405001002
Zone: I-3
File Number: PPR2627
Review No.: 1 


This letter serves as the plot plan review comments. You are responsible for complying with all sections, codes and references with the fire code based on the 2021 International Fire Code, local amendments, and NFPA standards. 

BLACK: IFC Code
RED: Local Amendments
BLUE: Fire District Comments


Follow IFC chapter 34 Tire Rebuilding and Tire Storage.

CHAPTER 34 TIRE REBUILDING AND TIRE STORAGE
User note:
About this chapter: Chapter 34 provides requirements that are intended to prevent or control
fires and explosions associated with the remanufacture and storage of tires and tire byproducts.
Additionally, the requirements are intended to minimize the impact of indoor and outdoor tire
storage fires by regulating pile volume and location, segregating the various operations, providing for fire department access and a water supply, and controlling ignition sources.


SECTION 3401
GENERAL
3401.1 Scope. Tire rebuilding plants, tire storage and tire byproduct facilities shall comply with this chapter, other applicable requirements of this code and NFPA 13. Tire storage in buildings shall also comply with Chapter 32.

3401.2 Permit required. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section 105.5.

SECTION 3402
DEFINITIONS
3402.1 Terms defined in Chapter 2. Words and terms used in this chapter and defined in
Chapter 2 shall have the meanings ascribed to them as defined therein.

SECTION 3404
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE
3404.1 Open burning. Open burning is prohibited in tire storage yards.

3404.2 Sources of heat. Cutting, welding or heating devices shall not be operated in tire storage
yards.

3404.3 Smoking prohibited. Smoking is prohibited in tire storage yards, except in designated
areas.

3404.4 Power lines. Tire storage piles shall not be located beneath electrical power lines having
a voltage in excess of 750 volts or that supply power to fire emergency systems.

3404.5 Fire safety plan. The owner or individual in charge of the tire storage yard shall be required to prepare and submit to the fire code official a fire safety plan for review and approval. The fire safety plan shall include provisions for fire department vehicle access. Not less than one copy of the fire safety plan shall be prominently posted and maintained at the storage yard.

3404.6 Telephone number. The telephone number of the fire department and location of the
nearest telephone shall be posted conspicuously in attended locations.

SECTION 3405
OUTDOOR STORAGE
3405.1 Individual piles. Tire storage shall be restricted to individual piles not exceeding 5,000
square feet (464.5 m2) of continuous area. Piles shall not exceed 50,000 cubic feet (1416 m3) in
volume or 10 feet (3048 mm) in height.

3405.2 Separation of piles. Individual tire storage piles shall be separated from other piles by a
clear space of not less than 40 feet (12 192 mm).

3405.3 Distance between piles of other stored products. Tire storage piles shall be separated
by a clear space of not less than 40 feet (12 192 mm) from piles of other stored product.
3405.4 Distance from lot lines and buildings. Tire storage piles shall be located not less than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from lot lines and buildings.

3405.5 Fire breaks. Storage yards shall be maintained free from combustible ground vegetation
for a distance of 40 feet (12 192 mm) from the stored material to grass and weeds; and for a
distance of 100 feet (30 480 mm) from the stored product to brush and forested areas.

3405.6 Volume more than 150,000 cubic feet. Where the bulk volume of stored product is more than 150,000 cubic feet (4248 m3), storage arrangement shall be in accordance with the following:
1. Individual storage piles shall comply with size and separation requirements in Sections
3405.1 through 3405.5.

2. Adjacent storage piles shall be considered to be a group, and the aggregate volume of
storage piles in a group shall not exceed 150,000 cubic feet (4248 m3).
Separation between groups shall be not less than 75 feet (22 860 mm) wide.

3405.7 Location of storage. Outdoor waste tire storage shall not be located under bridges,
elevated trestles, elevated roadways or elevated railroads.

SECTION 3406
FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS
3406.1 Required access. New tire storage yards shall be provided with fire apparatus access
roads in accordance with Section 503 and Section 3406.2. Existing tire storage yards shall be
provided with fire apparatus access roads where required in Chapter 11.

3406.2 Location. Fire apparatus access roads shall be located within all pile clearances identified
in Section 3405.4 and within all fire breaks required in Section 3405.5. Access roadways shall be within 150 feet (45 720 mm) of any point in the storage yard where storage piles are located, not less than 20 feet (6096 mm) from any storage pile.

SECTION 3407
FENCING
3407.1 Where required. Where the bulk volume of stored material is more than 20,000 cubic feet (566 m3), a firmly anchored fence or other approved method of security that controls unauthorized access to the storage yard shall surround the storage yard.

3407.2 Construction. The fence shall be constructed of approved materials and shall be not less
than 6 feet (1829 mm) high and provided with gates not less than 20 feet (6096 mm) wide.
3407.3 Locking. Gates to the storage yard shall be locked when the storage yard is not staffed.

3407.4 Unobstructed. Gateways shall be kept clear of obstructions and be fully openable at all
times.

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in accordance
with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.8 and Appendix D.

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not
less than 20 feet (6096 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in
accordance with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet
6 inches (4115 mm).

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require or permit
modifications to the required access widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue
operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction.

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support
the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving
capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall be determined by the fire code official. 33’ inside and 53’ outside radius. Resubmit the site plan showing the turning radius.

503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall not be
obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances established in Sections 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 shall be maintained at all times.

503.6 Security gates. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road shall
be approved by the fire code official. Where security gates are installed, they shall have an
approved means of emergency operation. The security gates and the emergency operation shall
be maintained operational at all times. Electric gate operators, where provided, shall be listed in
accordance with UL 325. Gates intended for automatic operation shall be designed, constructed
and installed to comply with the requirements of ASTM F2200. If the gate/s are locked after business hours, a Knox padlock/s shall be purchased and I will install the padlock/s. Please contact me for model of the padlock/s. 

Address: 505.1 Address identification. New and existing buildings shall be provided with approved address identification. The address identification shall be legible and placed in a position that is visible from the street or road fronting the property. Address identification characters shall contrast with their background. Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall not be spelled out. Each character shall be not less than 4 (four) inches (102 mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 1/2 inch (12.7 mm). Address size based on distance from the street: up to 75 feet is 5 inches, greater than 75 to 150 feet is 6 inches; greater than 150 feet to 250 feet is 8 inches; and greater than 250 feet is 10 inches 5 inches high with a minimum stroke width of 1/2 inch. Where required by the fire code official, address identification shall be provided in additional approved locations to facilitate emergency response. Where access is by means of a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a monument, pole, or other sign or means shall be used to identify the structure. Address identification shall be maintained. The address numbers shall be visible from Venture Street.

D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings, or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with asphalt, concrete, or other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing up to 75,000 pounds with a minimum single axle weight of 27,000 pounds. Alternative methods such as brick pavers, road, base, and gravel as approved by the fire code official. 


Follow the Colorado State Forest Service for all mitigation guidelines. Use Low-Flammability Landscape Plants and Ignition-Resistant Landscape Plants. 



Water supply on site with central water (fire hydrants) along Venture Street and N. Marksheffel Road. APPROVED




Please let me know if there are any questions and/or concerns. You may contact me via email at the top of the letter. 



Sincerely,

Curtis L. Kauffman

Curtis L. Kauffman
Fire Prevention Division
Lieutenant/Fire Marshal 
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