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TAILS: 06E24000-2018-TA-0956 

July 10, 2018 
 
Dan Maynard 
CORE Consultants 
1950 West Littleton Boulevard, Suite 109 
Littleton, Colorado  80120 
 
Dear Mr. Maynard: 
 
Thank you for your April 30, 2018, report requesting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(Service) review of the proposed Forest Lakes residential development near Monument, El 
Paso County, Colorado.  The project occurs adjacent to habitat for the threatened Preble’s 
meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius preblei) along Beaver Creek, North Beaver 
Creek, and South Beaver Creek. 
 
Based on the information you provided and the Service’s understanding of the project, local 
conditions, and current information, we agree with your determination that “take” of the 
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse, which is protected under the Endangered Species Act 
(Act) as amended (16 USC 1531 et seq.), from the project is not reasonably certain to occur 
because all proposed development will be located more than 300 feet from the 100-year 
floodplain.  Section 9 of the Act prohibits any action that would likely result in “take” of a 
listed species (take is defined by the Act as to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound kill, 
trap, capture, or collect or attempt to engage in any such conduct of listed species).  Should 
changes to the proposed project occur or if new information indicates that the project may 
result in the take of a listed species, you may want to contact the Service. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to review your request for technical assistance. Should you 
have any questions, please contact Alison Michael at 303 236-4758 or 
alison_michael@fws.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

for   Drue L. DeBerry 
Colorado and Nebraska Field Offices Supervisor 

07/10/2018
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Andrea Barlow

From: Dan Maynard <maynard@corecivil.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 3:37 PM
To: Andrea Barlow
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Forest Lakes
Attachments: image001.png

Andrea, 
 
Alison Michael with US fish and Wildlife provided the clarification below re: her prior letter of concurrence for the 
Forest Lakes project. Her letter referred avoiding impacts to Preble’s by avoiding development within 300 feet of the 
100-year floodplain, whereas Critical Habitat on the project is 394 feet from the ordinary high-water mark of Beaver 
Creek. Since the project has been designed to avoid Critical Habitat (the greater distance), she agreed that the 
concurrence was in fact based on the greater distance. Please let me know if this clarification will suffice. Thanks 
 
Dan Maynard 
Senior Ecologist 
O 303.730.5979 
M 971.237.3906 
 

 
 
From: Michael, Alison <alison_michael@fws.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:48 PM 
To: Dan Maynard <maynard@corecivil.com> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Forest Lakes 
 
 
Good Afternoon Dan, 
 
According to your request letter, you do not expect adverse effects to the Preble's mouse from the proposed 
development because all of the development will be located outside of designated Critical Habitat and more 
than 300 feet from a 100-year floodplain.  Although the language in our letter refers only to the "more than 
300 feet from the 100-year floodplain" distance, we agreed with your finding based on the project 
description, which also refers to avoiding impacts within designated Critical Habitat.  I apologize for not 
using that full description in my response. 
 
Please let me know if you have any more questions. 
 
Thanks, 
Alison 
 
 
On Mon, Nov 12, 2018 at 4:32 PM Dan Maynard <maynard@corecivil.com> wrote: 

Hi Alison, 
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April 30, 2018 

          

Ms. Alison Deans Michael 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Colorado Ecological Services Field Office 

Denver Federal Center P.O. Box 25486 

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 

 
RE:  Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Request for Technical Assistance  

Forest Lakes Residential Development 

El Paso County, Colorado 
 

 

Ms. Michael, 

 

At the request of Classic Communities, Inc. (Classic), CORE Consultants, Inc. (CORE) has prepared this 

request for technical assistance regarding potential disturbance to the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse 

(Zapus hudsonius preblei, or PMJM) or its habitat for the Forest Lakes Residential Development Project 

(“Project”). Classic has requested a letter or study documenting Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance 

for the Project at the behest of El Paso County (County). Specifically, the County, as a reviewing body for 

this Project, has requested concurrence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) regarding the 

project’s potential to adversely affect PMJM and its habitat along the main channels of Beaver Creek, North 

Beaver Creek, and South Beaver Creek. The location is two miles west of the intersection of Baptist Road 

and Interstate 25 (I-25), in the vicinity of the confluence of North Beaver Creek and South Beaver Creek 

(Attachment 1: Site Location Map). The USFWS (2004) recommends that all sites within 300 feet of a 

100-year floodplain should be surveyed for PMJM. CORE performed a PMJM habitat assessment and 

determined that the portions of the site within 300 feet of the 100-year floodplain provided suitable habitat 

to support the species. 

 

Discussions were initiated with the USFWS in 2001 regarding project design and potential impacts to 

potentially suitable PMJM habitat within the Project. These initial consultations and discussions occurred 

prior to the USFWS’ designation of Critical Habitat for the species. At that time, the development area 

considered for project impacts included the confluence of North Beaver Creek and Beaver Creek, and 

the stretch of the main channel of Beaver Creek within the project. It was understood that North Beaver 

Creek crossings would be required for future phases of the project and would be addressed via Section 

7 consultation through Section 404 permitting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for 

impacts to WOUS resulting from the stream crossings. At that time, based on discussions with the USFWS 

regarding potentially suitable PMJM habitat within the project, ERO Resources. Inc. (ERO) delineated the 

confluence of North Beaver Creek and Beaver Creek, the main channel of Beaver Creek, and 300 feet 

from the floodplain as potentially suitable PMJM habitat for the purpose of quantifying impacts resulting 

from development of the project. As a result, the original project was designed in 2001 to avoid all impacts 

to potentially suitable PMJM habitat. ERO sent a letter to the USFWS dated February 19, 2001 requesting 

concurrence for “No Effect” for PMJM since the Project (as proposed at that time) would not impact 

areas delineated as potentially suitable PMJM habitat. The USFWS concurred that the proposed project 

as designed at that time would have no effect on PMJM or its associated habitat (Attachment II: USWFS 

Concurrence Letter). 

file://///core-2012-file01/users/sthatcher/Admin/www.CoreCivil.com


Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Request for Techincal Assistance 

Forest Lakes Residential Development Project 

April 30, 2018 

Page 2 of 3 

 

CORE Consultants, Inc. | 1950 W. Littleton Boulevard, Suite 109 | Littleton, CO  80120 | 303.703.4444 | www.CoreCivil.com 

Specific PMJM habitat requirements, such as a well-developed riparian corridor with dense herbaceous 

vegetation, and a perennial or near-perennial water source were present in Beaver Creek and South 

Beaver Creek during the habitat assessment. As a result, CORE has determined that these stretches within 

the Project area and adjacent uplands within 300 feet of the 100-year floodplain do provide suitable habitat 

for PMJM. Furthermore, the USFWS has designated Critical Habitat for PMJM along this stretch of Beaver 

Creek and South Beaver Creek (Attachment III: Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Habitat Map). Because 

Critical Habitat has been designated, avoiding adverse effects to PMJM will require a project design that 

stays more than 300 feet from of the 100-year floodplain, or stays out of designated Critical Habitat, 

whichever is greater. 

 

In 2016, in anticipation of a Section 404 Permit application for the Forest Lakes residential development, 

just west of the intersection of Baptist Road and Interstate 25 (I-25), CORE performed a PMJM habitat 

assessment and seeks USFWS concurrence on the findings. CORE concludes that suitable habitat for 

PMJM exists, but because all proposed development will be located outside of designated Critical Habitat 

and more than 300 feet from a 100-year floodplain, adverse effects to PMJM will not result from Project 

development. As mentioned previously, the concurrence from the USFWS, dated April 5, 2001, is included 

here (Attachment II). Although this concurrence is now expired, CORE believes that the decision 

regarding the presence of PMJM in Beaver Creek may still apply, and hereby requests technical assistance 

from the USFWS regarding PMJM habitat suitability at the Project, and concurrence with CORE’s finding 

that the Project as designed is unlikely to adversely affect PMJM. 

 

 

If you should have any questions about this matter or require additional information, please feel free to 

contact our office directly at 303.703.4444. 

 

Sincerely, 

CORE Consultants, Inc. 

  
Daniel Maynard  

Senior Ecologist  

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

I. SITE LOCATION MAP 

II. USFWS CONCURRENCE LETTER 

III. PREBLE’S MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE HABITAT MAP 
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ATTACHMENT I: 
 

SITE LOCATION MAP
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Date: 12/21/2016

CORE Project #: 16-038

Forest  Lakes
Site Location Map
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ATTACHMENT II: 
 

USFWS CONCURRENCE LETTER 
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ATTACHMENT III: 
 

PREBLE’S MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE HABITAT MAP 
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