Meadow Lake Airport Association
13625 Judge Orr Road, Meadow Lake Airport (kFLY), Peyton, CO 80831-6051

Date: May 28, 2024

To:  El Paso County Planning and Community Development Department
Subj: Major Transportation Corridor Plan MP 2024 File: MP241

Ref: (a) “Your El Paso Master Plan” (2021)
(b) Meadow Lake Airport Layout Plan (2019)
(c) C.R.S.43-10-113 “Safe Operating Area Around Airports”
(d) 14 CFR Part 77, “Safe, Efficient Use, and Preservation of the Navigable
Airspace”
(e) “Pikes Peak Regional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update” (2020)
() US 24 Access Control Plan and IGA (2005)
(g) US 24 Planning & Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study (2020)
(h) FAA AC 150/5300-13B, “Airport Design”
() FAAAC 150/5190-4B, “Airport Land Use Compatibility Planning”
() ACRP Report 27, “Enhancing Airport Land Use Compatibility”

The Meadow Lake Airport Association (MLAA) has reviewed the proposed Major
Transportation Corridor Plan (“Plan”) and offers the following comments and concerns.

1. Airport Impact Area (General Concern)

The proposed Plan discusses all forms of ground transportation (vehicular, rail, bike,
pedestrian, etc.), but gives no mention or discussion of aviation as a mode of
transportation or considerations of getting toffrom these transportation hubs or the effect
of aviation on surface modes. The El Paso County Master Plan (ref a) is cited as a
reference for this Plan and specifically addresses with regard to Meadow Lake Airport
that “The County should consider prioritizing the Airport for new employment uses to
capitalize on the existing distribution network.” and “... industrial uses should be the
primary businesses in this area.” (Economic Development, pg 71). The Master Plan
goes on to state that “Meadow Lake Airport is an important economic driver for
unincorporated El Paso County” (Transportation & Mobility, pg 88). Yet there is no
discussion in the Plan about transportation infrastructure planning with respect to
Meadow Lake.

Agencies planning activities in the "Airport impact Area” (Enclosure 1) around Meadow

Lake must consider the effect that the activity and the airport will have on each other.
The “1041 Permit’ issued to Meadow Lake by El Paso County in 2023 recognizes the

airport as a “Designated Area of State Interest”. CRS 43-10-113 applies to Meadow
Lake as an FAA designated “Reliever Airport”, and states “Govermment entities with
zoning and building permit authority shall adopt and enforce at a minimum, rules and
regulations to protect the land areas defined in 14 CFR par 77.” In addition, the Pikes
Peak Regional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, Initiative #20 states that county
planners “Continue to ensure runway safety zones are considered during community
planning for new construction/development applications.”
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However, the Plan does not appear to give any consideration of ground transportation
systems on airport operations or vice versus. Neither the Meadow Lake Airport Master
Plan or the Colorado Springs Airport Master Plan appear to have been considered in
developing the transportation networks around the respective airports.

2. Runway Protection Zone (Specific Concern)

Recent discussions with CDOT and El Paso County Transportation planners are
involved with another design to improve to the Route 24/Judge Orr Road intersection
and unfortunately emphasize the overall lack of awareness of aviation/ground
transportation interface. The specifics of how this will be resolved will occur over the
coming months, but the following is provided to explain the significance of the
considerations on the other:

e The US 24 Access Control Plan (2005) designed an intersection with Blue Gill
Drive connecting onto US 24 with a four-way stop light and Judge Orr Road
continuing on the west side of the intersection (Enclosure 2). Judge Orr Road
along the north side of the airport (through the Runway Protection Zone) was
realigned to bend around the runway, south along the airport property line (a
platted taxiway easement) and connect onto Blue Gill Drive. There have been at
least two aircraft accidents (one fatal) in the location where this road realignment
is proposed.

North bound from Judge Orr, a future frontage road would be constructed along
the south side of Route 24 (inside the RPZ). There have been multiple aircraft
mishaps in this area.

o The US 24 PEL (2020) redesigned the Blue Gill routing to terminate before US
24. and be rerouted to the airport property line and north along the fence line to
connect onto Judge Orr Road (Enclosure 3). The plan continued to create a
future frontage road through the RPZ and along the south side of US 24.
Comments of the previous paragraph apply.

e Currently, the design team is considering the latter PEL design with a roundabout
intersection on US 24 (Enclosure 4). Enclosure 4 also depicts the RPZ for
Meadow Lake’s main runway (15-33), now enhanced with FAA designed
instrument approach procedures.

e Current FAA requirements prohibit any new construction in the Runway
Protection Zone. The existing Judge Orr Road is “grandfathered”, although it has
a detrimental effect on the instrument approaches and removing it would be
desirable for aviation operations. It should be noted that the FAA guidelines are
for safety of persons and property on the ground, as well as flight crews. We do
not intend to convey that Meadow Lake is a dangerous airport, but with 58 years
of operations and due to our elevation and high density altitudes, Meadow Lake
has experienced aircraft accidents in the RPZ and along the west side fence line
where the realignment of Blue Gill is being contemplated. Increasing surface
traffic in these areas is not prudent.
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3. West side access (Specific Concern)

a. All three of the lots on the north west side on the airport have a platted taxiway
easement and “through-the-fence” access to the airport. These lots are presently
contemplating hangar development. The current hangar wait list for Meadow
Lake has 74 aircraft waiting for a new home. The uncertainty of the us 24
intersection redesign is affecting these plans, especially 8345 Blue Gill Drive
which would be totally cutoff from the airport. The realignment could have an
effect on the other lots as well.

b. An additional significance to this airport is the effect on planning for a new airport
public terminal. The federal Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) has specific
provisions for modernization and/or construction of airport terminals. Meadow
Lake does not have a dedicated transient terminal (or airport office) and has
applied for a grant to construct such a facility on the west side ramp. Specifically,
there has been interest from the Children’s Hospital Flight Team (and Guardian
Flight and Eagle Air Med), to expand their operations via Meadow Lake to the
hospitals on the north side of Colorado Springs. The proposed Judge Orr Road
intersection redesign could have a significant negative impact on access to this
public facility.

Considering airport plans with highway planning is paramount. They are mutually
significant to the community that we serve.

Respectfully,

~ Aol L.
@'R?Zjﬁt& G
David E. Elliott

President, MLAA Board of Directors
cell: (719) 339-0928 email: falcon20flier@msn.com

Encl: (1) Meadow Lake Airport Part 77 Surfaces (present and future)
(2) US Hwy 24 Access Control Plan (2005), Exhibit B, Figure 7
(3) US Hwy 24 Access Control Plan (2020), Exhibit D, Figure 4
(4) US 24 & Judge Orr Road - Roundabout Alternative
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