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        Lieutenant/Fire Marshal                 Curtis L. Kauffman
           Email: ckauffman@falconfirepd.org                     Cell #: 719-641-2139


Date: June11, 2026

To: EDARP		
C/O: Jen Uhler
Planning & Community Development
2882 International Circle, Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80910
Phone: 719-520-7952
Email: JenUhler@elpasoco.com


Project Name: 7530 Mohawk Road-Cemetery as a second principal use
File Prefix: AL-Special Use
Parcel/s: 5304005008
Zone: RR-5
File Number: AL2612

No objection to the special use on this property. Items below to be completed at the final plot plan. 


This letter serves as comments for the adjustment. You are responsible for complying with all sections, codes and references with the fire code based on the 2021 International Fire Code and local amendments. 

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE DOCUMENT, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERYTHING CONTAINED HERIN! 

The following are ACTION ITEMS that need to be completed prior to the fire final.


106.1 Submittals. Construction documents and supporting data shall be submitted in two or more sets with each application for a permit and in such form and detail as required by the fire code official. The construction documents shall be prepared by an approved design professional where required by the jurisdiction in which the project is to be constructed.

106.2 Examination of documents. The fire code official shall examine or cause to be examined the accompanying construction documents and shall ascertain by such examinations whether the work indicated and described is in accordance with the requirements of this code.

106.2.1 Information on construction documents. Construction documents shall be drawn to scale on suitable material. Documents in a digital format are allowed to be submitted where approved by the fire code official. Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of this code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations as determined by the fire code official.

106.2.4 Approved documents. Construction documents approved by the fire code
official are approved with the intent that such construction documents comply in all respects with this code. Review and approval by the fire code official shall not relieve the applicant of the responsibility of compliance with this code.

106.3 Amended construction documents. Where field conditions necessitate any substantial change from the approved construction documents, the fire code official shall have the authority to require the amended construction documents to be submitted for review and approval. Fees may be assessed for time spent on the review of corrected documents in accordance with Section 107 and the adopted fee schedule.

503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1 through 503.1.3 and Appendix D.

503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus access roads shall be provided for
every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access road shall comply with the requirements of this section and shall extend to within 150 feet (45 720 mm) of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or facility.

Exceptions:
1. The fire code official is authorized to increase the dimension of 150 feet (45 720
mm) where any of the following conditions occur:
1.1. The building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler
system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3.
1.2. Fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed because of location on
property, topography, waterways, nonnegotiable grades or other similar
conditions, and an approved alternative means of fire protection is provided.
1.3. There are not more than two Group R-3 or Group U occupancies.
2. Where approved by the fire code official, fire apparatus access roads shall be
permitted to be exempted or modified for solar photovoltaic power generation
facilities.

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in accordance with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.8 and Appendix D.

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm). modifications to the required access widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction. A driveway shall be added from the existing driveway up to the new maintenance building. The distance from the back side of this new maintenance building is approximately 400-feet. See below for more fire code information on this fire apparatus access road. 

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require or permit modifications to the required access widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction.

Section 503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall be determined by the fire code official. 33’ inside and 53’ outside radius. Resubmit the site plan showing the turning radius.

503.2.5 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 200 feet in length shall be provided with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus.

503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road shall be within the limits established by the fire code official based on the fire department’s apparatus. 10% maximum. 

503.2.8 Angles of approach and departure. The angles of approach and departure for fire apparatus access roads shall be within the limits established by the fire code official based on the fire department’s apparatus. Less than 8° degrees (not % percent). 

503.6 Security gates. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road shall be approved by the fire code official. Where security gates are installed, they shall have an approved means of emergency operation. The security gates and the emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all times. Electric gate operators, where provided, shall be listed in accordance with UL 325. Gates intended for automatic operation shall be designed, constructed and installed to comply with the requirements of ASTM F2200. This only applies if installing a gate across the driveway. 



Section D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings, or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with asphalt, concrete, or other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing up to 75,000 pounds with a minimum single axle weight of 27,000 pounds.

D105.1 Where required. Where the vertical distance between the grade plane and the highest roof surface exceeds 30 feet (9144 mm), approved aerial fire apparatus access roads shall be provided. For purposes of this section, the highest roof surface shall be determined by measurement to the eave of a pitched roof, the intersection of the roof to the exterior wall, or the top of parapet walls, whichever is greater.
Exception: Where approved by the fire code official, buildings of Type IA, Type IB or Type IIA construction equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and having fire fighter access through an enclosed stairway with a Class I standpipe from the lowest level of fire department vehicle access to all roof surfaces.

D105.2 Width. Aerial fire apparatus access roads shall have a minimum unobstructed width of 26 feet (7925 mm), exclusive of shoulders, in the immediate vicinity of the building or portion thereof.



The following are ATTENTION ITEMS that apply to this review. 
 
Section 1402.1 Temporary Fire Access Road. Temporary access roads shall be an all-weather surface comprised of either the first lift of asphalt or concrete/compacted gravel to a thickness capable of supporting the imposed loads of fire department apparatus. A 20-foot minimum width shall be maintained unless the permanent road is designed less than 20 feet, in which case the temporary road shall be the intended width of the permanent road. Adequate street signs and fire lane signs shall be installed where applicable. Temporary access roads must be maintained in accordance with this section. Temporary roads serving as fire lanes shall not be in place more than 6 months without special approval from the fire department.”

TIMING OF INSTALLATION: Fire department access roads shall be made serviceable prior to and during the time of construction except when approved alternative methods of protection are provided. 

ACCESS FOR FIREFIGHTING: Approved vehicle access for firefighting shall be provided to all construction/demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be provided by either temporary or permanent roads capable of supporting vehicle loading under all weather conditions. Vehicle access shall be maintained until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available. 


Attention Contractor/Applicant:

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. 

Please complete the following items:

1) Permits – Ensure all applicable permits are obtained from the Pikes Peak Regional Building Department (PPRBD). 
2) Follow the Colorado State Forest Service for all mitigation guidelines, use Low-Flammability Landscape Plants. 
3) Re-submit the site plan showing the fire apparatus access road to the new maintenance building. 
4) Review of the comment letter from Falcon Fire Protection District. You are responsible for complying with the entire fire code as amended and any applicable NFPA’s referenced. 
5) Ensure all Action Items have been addressed. 
6) Plan review comments (this letter) shall be on site and available to the fire inspector. 



Please let me know if there are any questions and/or concerns. You may contact me via the email at the top of the letter. 


Sincerely,

Curtis L. Kauffman

Curtis L. Kauffman
Fire Prevention Division
Lieutenant/Fire Marshal
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