
 

February 21, 2019 

 

Ms. Nina Ruiz 

El Paso Planning and Community Development 

2880 International Circle 

Colorado Springs, CO 80910 

 

RE: Pikes Peak Localized Reclaimed Water Treatment System 

1041 Administrative Determination  

JVA Job No. 2883c 

 

Dear Ms. Ruiz 

 

Pikes Peak America’s Mountain (PPAM) is one of the most visited mountains in the world and a 

top tourist attraction for the State of Colorado.  The existing Visitor Center, constructed in 1963, 

has reached its useful life and a new Summit Visitor Center (SVC) is being constructed by GE 

Johnson with an anticipated opening date of fall 2020.  The new 38,000 square foot SVC was 

designed by RTA Architects and GWWO Architects with a focus on achieving certification 

through the Living Building Challenge (LBC), with requirements for maximizing reuse of water.    

JVA, Inc. is working with PPAM to design a localized reclaimed water treatment system (LRWTS) 

located on the lower level of the SVC. To obtain regulatory approval for this system, a Site 

Location Application was submitted to the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment (CDPHE) on January 18, 2019. As part of the review process, El Paso County will 

need to review and sign the Site Location Application. Communication with El Paso County has 

presented the question regarding whether or not the 1041 regulations apply to the Pikes Peak 

LRWTS. This letter summarizes reasons why JVA believes the Pikes Peak LRWTS is exempt 

from 1041 regulations.  

MINOR OPERATIONAL CHANGES 

Section 1.105, number 6, in the El Paso County Land Development Code, Appendix B states that an 

area of interest is exempt if “The day-to-day operations of an existing project or facility, or a minor 

change in the operation of an existing project or facility, including retrofitting or updating technology, 

so long as the change in operation does not constitute a material change and does not cause negative 

impacts different from that of the existing facility or project otherwise exacerbate existing impacts.” 

Currently, potable water is hauled to the Visitor Center and wastewater is hauled from the Visitor 

Center to be treated at a facility owned and operated by Colorado Springs Utilities. The proposed 

system will still require potable water to be hauled up to the SVC and excess reclaimed wastewater 

will be hauled down. The proposed LRTWS will not be discharging to the environment.   The primary 

purpose is to create and reuse reclaimed water for toilet flushing inside the building.  The proposed 

LRWTS will significantly lessen the frequency that both potable water and reclaimed water will need 

to be hauled to and from the summit.  

In addition, PPAM has made a commitment to the Living Building Challenge (LBC) which is a green 

building certification with the goal of realigning how people use water and redefining waste in the 
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built environment so that water is respected as a precious resource. These goals outlined by LBC 

for environmental and operational efficiency align with those of the citizens and leadership of El 

Paso County regarding water usage and environmental sustainability.  

EXISTING PERMITS 

All land for the project is owned by United States Forest Service (USFS). A special use permit 

was issued by the USFS in December 1991 to authorize PPAM to construct, operate and maintain 

Pikes Peak Highway and Recreation Corridor. The permit includes development plans, layout 

plans, construction, reconstruction, alteration of improvements or revision of layout or 

construction plans with advanced approval. The permit expires December 31, 2020 and is currently 

in the process of being renewed concurrently with the construction of the new SVC. Copies of the 

PPAM Special Use Permit and renewal letter are enclosed.   

In addition, RTA Architects and GE Johnson have obtained a foundation permit issued by Pikes Peak 

Regional Building Department on behalf of El Paso County for the proposed SVC. A copy of the 

foundation permit is enclosed. A building permit will be obtained as the construction schedule 

progresses.  

Since review is needed for state approval, we appreciate your understanding of the urgency of this 

request. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this request.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

JVA, INCORPORATED 

 

 

By: ____________________________________ 

Kelsey Traxinger 

Environmental Design Engineer 

 

Enclosures:  USFS Special Use Permit 

  USFS Permit Renewal 

  Foundation Permit 

 

 








































